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WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER
FISHERIES DISTRICT OFFICES

DISTRICT 1

Blount, Colbert, Cullman, Fayette, Franklin,
Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone,
Madison, Marion, Morgan, Walker, Winston
21453 Harris Station Rd.
Tanner, AL 35671
(256) 353-2634
email: dcnr.d1wff@dcnr.alabama.gov

DISTRICT 2

Calhoun, Chambers, Cherokee, Clay,
Cleburne, Coosa, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson,
Marshall, Randolph, St. Clair, Talladega,
Tallapoosa
4101 Hwy. 21 North
Jacksonville, AL 36265
(256) 435-5422
email: dcnr.d2wff@dcnr.alabama.gov

DISTRICT 3

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ON THE COVER

Crappie fishing is very popular
in Alabama
Photographer: Billy Pope
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If you have questions or comments regarding hunting or freshwater fishing laws, regulations, freshwater fisheries or wildlife programs, or to report
violations, please contact your local District Wildlife
& Freshwater Fisheries Office listed to the right.
For information on saltwater fishing license
requirements, size and possession limits, contact
the Marine Resources Division, PO Drawer 458,
Gulf Shores, AL 36547; (251) 968-7576.
For information on boating, such as registration, license requirements or other information,
contact the ALEA Marine Trooper, Division
(800) 272-7930.
The Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, religion, age, gender,
national origin, disability, pregnancy, genetic information, or protected veteran status in its hiring
or employment practices nor in admission to, or
operation of its programs, services or activities.
This publication is available in alternative formats
upon request. O.E.O., U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 20204

Autauga, Bibb, Chilton, Dallas, Greene, Hale,
Jefferson, Lowndes, Perry, Pickens, Shelby,
Sumter, Tuscaloosa
8211 McFarland Blvd.
Northport, AL 35476
(205) 339-5716
email: dcnr.d3wff@dcnr.alabama.gov

DISTRICT 4

Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Covington,
Crenshaw, Dale, Elmore, Geneva, Henry,
Houston, Lee, Macon, Montgomery, Pike,
Russell
3520 Plaza Dr.
Enterprise, AL 36330
(334) 347-9467
email: dcnr.d4wff@dcnr.alabama.gov

DISTRICT 5

Baldwin, Butler, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh,
Escambia, Marengo, Mobile, Monroe,
Washington, Wilcox
30571 Five Rivers Blvd.
Spanish Fort, AL 36527
(251) 626-5153
email: dcnr.d5wff@dcnr.alabama.gov
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Introduction
Christopher M. Blankenship,
Acting Commissioner

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

STATE CAPITOL

Montgomery, Alabama 36130
(334) 242-7100
fax: (334) 242-0937

kay ivey, governor
Alabama offers an abundance of opportunities
for outdoor recreation. As a native Alabamian, I understand the importance of hunting
and fishing to Alabama residents, visitors and
our state’s economy. Outdoor related activity
has an annual economic impact in Alabama
of almost $3 billion. More than 1.7 million
people enjoy our great outdoors, which means
jobs for many Alabamians.
Our state is renowned for white-tailed deer
and Eastern wild turkey hunting. Small game
such as rabbits and squirrels draw young and
old into the woods with a long season and
large bag limits.
Anglers can hook big largemouth bass all the
way from the Mobile-Tensaw Delta to the
tributaries of the Tennessee River in north
Alabama. Bass fishing is just the tip of the
proverbial iceberg when it comes to angling
opportunities for freshwater species like crappie, bream and catfish.
Conserving and nurturing our wildlife and
natural resources is not easy. The Alabama
Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (ADCNR) can only accomplish
that task through the support of people who
buy hunting and fishing licenses in Alabama.
The ADCNR derives its operating budget only
from license sales and federal matching funds.
Please remember that all hunters are required
to report their deer and turkey harvests to
the Game Check Reporting System. The
data gathered through Game Check provides much-needed information so prudent,
common-sense, management decisions can
be made. Their goal, and mine, is to ensure
Alabama continues to be a mecca for hunters
for many years to come.
Alabama is a special place. It is a great place
to raise a family, start a business and to enjoy
life. I hope your time in Alabama helps you
see what Sweet Home Alabama really means.
Thank you for your support.

Chuck Sykes,
Director
Fred R. Harders,
Assistant Director
Williamstown, MA | Birmingham, AL

ADDITIONAL OFFICES
& PHONE NUMBERS
TO REPORT VIOLATIONS
(800) 272-4263
CARBON HILL FISH HATCHERY
368 SW Second Avenue
Carbon Hill, AL 35549
(205) 924-4321

About This Guide
This high-quality guide is offered to you by
the Alabama Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources through its unique
partnership with J.F. Griffin Publishing,
LLC.

EASTABOGA FISH HATCHERY

The revenue generated through ad sales
significantly lowers production costs and
generates savings. These savings translate
into additional funds for other important
agency programs.

MARION FISH HATCHERY

If you have any feedback or are interested in advertising, please contact us at
413.884.1001 or at www.JFGriffin.com

1930 Fish Hatchery Road
Eastaboga, AL 36260
(256) 831-6860
36 Bass Drive
Marion, AL 36756
(334) 683-6550

AL AQUATIC BIODIVERSITY CENTER

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, John Corey,
Evelyn Haddad, Chris Sobolowski

2200 Hwy. 175
Marion, AL 36756
(334) 683-5000

DEMOPOLIS OFFICE

1105 Bailey St., P.O. Box 993
Demopolis, AL 36732
(334) 289-8030

ADMINISTRATION

64 N. Union St., Suite 567
P.O. Box 301456
Montgomery, AL 36130
Enforcement
(334) 242-3467
Fisheries
(334) 242-3471
Wildlife
(334) 242-3469
License Information
(334) 242-3829
(888)-879-4150

ALEA MARINE TROOPER DIVISION
(800) 272-7930

This guide is also
available online at

MARINE RESOURCES DIVISION
(251) 968-7576
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Strong On

any land, big or small.

3025E Tractor Package

$20,999

• 3025E Compact Utility Tractor
• Loader
• 7' x 16' Trailer
• Frontier Box
• Rotary Cutter

1

WITH 0% FOR 84 MONTHS

$209.99/MONTH

1

Gator™ XUV560
• 4WD
• Four-wheel independent suspension for an excellent ride and handling
• Ergonomic operator station

Low monthly payments and flexible financing!

CENTRE ........................................1050 Chestnut Byp • (256) 927-2300
FORT PAYNE ................................. 12227 AL Hwy 35 • (256) 997-9089
GADSDEN ...............................1301 W Meighan Blvd • (256) 456-5872
GUNTERSVILLE ...................................2205 Henry St • (256) 582-3217

OXFORD............................................ 2208 AL Hwy 21 • (256) 832-1335
PIEDMONT...........................................613 N Main ST • (256) 447-7211
SNEAD................................................87221 Hwy 278 • (205) 466-7163

1
Offer valid on new 3025E Compact Tractor Package purchases made between 11/1/2016 and 10/31/2017. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Up to a 20% down payment may be required.
Example: based on a purchase of $20,999 with $4,200 down payment, monthly payment of $209.99 at 0% APR for 84 months. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly payment.
Price and model availability vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US dealers.

For our current specials, visit us at

AgProSpecials.com

MAJOR CHANGES & IMPORTANT INFORMATION
FOR THE 2017-2018 SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS

• Select Wildlife Management Areas will allow a Bonus
Buck to be harvested (page 18).
• Renewing your Recreational Hunting and Fishing
Licenses has been simplified (page 34).
• Feral Swine nighttime dogs only season no guns
(page 30).
• Turkey Season delayed on 6 Wildlife Management
Areas (see the WMA Hunting Information and
Schedule and page 52).
• Turkey Season boundaries for part of Geneva
County were modified to allow limited hunting
opportunities (page 28).
• Reduced Pintail harvest (page 32).
• Certain Nonresident Students aged 17-23 could be
eligible for resident hunting and fishing licenses.
See www.outdooralabama.com.
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YOU WILL GET A TICKET IF YOU:
• HUNT OVER BAIT: Despite false information and rumors,
no changes have been made to the state’s baiting law
(9-11-244). The practice of hunting game animals by the
aid of bait remains illegal in this state and violations of
this law will continue to be enforced. See page 25 for Area
Definition Regulation.
• FAIL TO REPORT HARVEST: Many warnings were issued
by the state’s Conservation Enforcement Officers during
the last hunting seasons for violations of the Game Check
Regulation. This season any violation of this regulation will
result in the issuance of citations which have monetary
fines attached to them. See page 16 for further information
on the Game Check System.
• IMPORT PROHIBITED DEER PARTS: Hunters cannot
bring a deer carcass into Alabama taken from a CWD
positive State, Territory, or Foreign Country unless it has
been properly deboned and is free from any spinal cord or
brain tissue. See page 12.

www.outdooralabama.com

for the past 10 years. Specifically, duck stamp sales numbers have
increased from 17,800 in 2006 to 29,369 in 2016, a 65% increase.
If you reference the lowest amount of sales by year in the decade
(16,989 in 2007) compared to the number of stamps sold in 2016,
the difference is a 73% increase. Alabama is one of only two states
(Louisiana) with increasing waterfowl hunter numbers out of 14
states in the Mississippi Flyway.
So why is there an increase? Some attribute it to the popularity
of the TV show Duck Dynasty, which first aired in 2012. This show
certainly fueled the fire in the popularity of waterfowl hunting,
but it does not explain the totality of the increase in popularity.
Other factors such as social media, internet videos, hunting TV
shows, increased waterfowl populations, increased and improved
waterfowl hunting accessories, and an increase in advertisement
for waterfowl hunting, are all factors that have led to the growth
in and attractiveness of waterfowl hunting. The social factor has
probably been one of the largest contributing factors to the increase
in waterfowl hunters. There are not many other hunting activities
where one can sit with all their friends in one location, the duck
blind, and chew the fat, while waiting for shooting opportunities.

LAND ACQUISITIONS

WATERFOWL
RESOURCES
IN ALABAMA
When conversations arise regarding major waterfowl hunting
hotspots, Alabama generally is not included. Never would you
associate any town in Alabama with Stuttgart, Lake Charles or
any of the small towns that dot the Mississippi Delta. Location is
as important with duck hunting as it is in real estate. Alabamians
have the unfortunate aspect of being located between two of the
major migration flyways, the Mississippi and Atlantic, and to
add, we are at their terminal end. Be that as it may, many of those
interested in pursuing waterfowl in Alabama would be surprised
by the opportunities available. In reference to our increase in state
duck stamp sales, it’s vividly apparent that many have already
discovered these abundant opportunities.
If you are one of the many that participates in this challenging sport, you have likely noticed an increase in the number of
duckboat trailers at boat ramps or decoy spreads in your favorite
sloughs. There is certainly a reason, we simply have more duck
hunters now….a lot more. Based on state duck stamp sales from
the Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries (WFF),
Alabama’s duck hunter numbers have increased nearly every year
8

The funding accrued from the sale of state duck stamps, by law,
is required to be utilized for the State’s waterfowl conservation
programs and the conservation of waterfowl habitat. Additionally, the Division may enter into contracts with non-profit organizations for the use of up to one-half of such funds outside of
the United States. WFF has entered into multiple contracts with
Ducks Unlimited and Ducks Unlimited Canada to cooperatively
leverage funding for many waterfowl habitat projects in Canada
to preserve and expand nesting grounds. All projects are located
on the breeding grounds where nesting waterfowl eventually migrate to Alabama or adjacent States and other southerly wintering
grounds. WFF has also utilized the state duck stamp funding as a
stand-alone funding source to purchase waterfowl habitat tracts
in the State, serving as additions to the WMA system.
Alabama’s state duck stamp funds have also served as a State
matching fund source for federal programs such as the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) to further leverage our state dollars to acquire waterfowl habitat in purchasing
over 12,000 acres in the Mobile-Tensaw Delta. This acquisition
was part of an overall purchase in the Mobile-Tensaw Delta of
over 47,000 acres involving Forever Wild, WFF, Florida Gas, The
Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited and the Alabama Wildlife
Federation. WFF plans to further utilize the NAWCA program
in submitting additional grant requests to assist in the habitat
renovations on our Waterfowl Management Areas.

IMPROVING PUBLIC OPPORTUNITIES

Wildlife biologists with the Division have been working diligently
on planning and implementing positive changes on improving public hunting opportunities on our WMAs. These changes
include purchasing and establishing contractual agreements
for more waterfowl habitat to be added to the WMA system;
creation of Special Opportunity Quota Hunt Areas; revamping
our Dewatering Units on our WMAs to provide better water
management and encourage more waterfowl use; implementing
Moist-Soil Management efforts focusing on natural vegetation
and invertebrate management providing high sources of protein
for wintering waterfowl; implementing a Wood Duck nest box
program providing greater nesting potential for hens and collecting reproductive data; increasing Wood Duck banding efforts to
provide harvest, survival, and movement data; developing more
www.outdooralabama.com

cooperative waterfowl research efforts to assist WFF in making scientifically informed decisions on waterfowl management;
and increased efforts in providing technical assistance to private
landowners for waterfowl habitat enhancement opportunities.
With these implementations, WFF plans to continue the positive
impact on waterfowl habitats and populations across the state and
positive experiences for waterfowl hunters in the field.
To ensure the interest of Alabama’s waterfowling community is
represented in continent-wide waterfowl management, waterfowl
biologists with the Division represent Alabama on the Mississippi
Flyway Council with one serving as the State’s Flyway Council
Representative and one serving as Alabama’s Technical Section
Representative. The role of the Technical Section is to discuss research, analyze population data and trends, and generate recommendations based on these data to improve and enhance migratory
gamebird populations and opportunities for hunting enthusiasts.
The Council is typically comprised of administrative level biologists who discuss recommendations passed by the Technical Section and vote whether to forward the recommendations to the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, who ultimately has the final decision
and regulatory recommendation. Our participation in the Council
ensures Alabama has a voice in waterfowl management decisions
regarding the populations in the Mississippi Flyway and are implemented with keeping Alabama’s duck hunter interests in mind.
While it is certainly a welcomed sight to experience an increased
sales of state duck stamps and a sector of the hunting community
utilizing public hunting opportunities, the challenge faced by WFF
is how to manage increased use of a finite resource. For those hunters who have been taking advantage of public waterfowl hunting

opportunities provided by WFF, you have likely noticed the recent
regulation modifications to some areas. These include reduction
of shells in possession, modification of hunting hours/days on the
WMAs and restricted use of gasoline-powered motors in certain
locations. While WFF certainly understands the limitations this
places on the hunter, actions were required to reduce pressure on
our waterfowl resources while encouraging their continued use.
If no restrictions were implemented, we would continue the cycle
of an outstanding opening weekend then substandard hunting
thereafter. The effect of these regulatory subjects will be monitored
and analyzed and adjusted as needed to provide optimal conditions
for both the waterfowl resources utilizing these public areas and
for the hunters who pursue them.

HUNTING OPPORTUNITIES

For those interested in pursuing waterfowl in Alabama, the public
hunting opportunities are abound statewide. While the Waterfowl Management Areas such as the Jackson County WMAs
(Mud Creek, Crow Creek, & Raccoon Creek WMAs), Swan Creek
and Mallard-Fox WMAs located along the Tennessee River are
specifically managed for waterfowl, numerous other WMAs
across the State can provide quality duck hunting. Wildlife Management Areas such as David K. Nelson-Demopolis, Lowndes,
Upper Delta and the W.L. Holland/Mobile –Tensaw Delta are
all located along major rivers and provide ample wintering waterfowl habitats consisting of temporal swamps, tupelo gum
CONTINUED ON PAGE 26

Firekettles.com
• Cast iron, commercial-grade
fire pits
• Powder Coated stands
• Lifetime guarantee!

phone 803.707.8540
email info@firekettles.com

built to last a lifetime
10
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Firearms Training Available Weekly for Pistol, Riﬂe, Shotgun

““It’s
It’s the
the Most
Most Amazing
Amazing Place
Place

in
in America
America to
to Learn
Learn to
to
Become
Become aa Great
Great Marksman...”
Marksman...”
Open Wednesday through Sunday, the public is welcome to learn ﬁrearm safety,
marksmanship of all kinds and a recreation that will last a lifetime...
Rimﬁre &
Highpower
Riﬂe on a
Covered
Firing Line.

240 Electronic Riﬂe Targets at
100, 200, 300 & 600 yds &
Pistol Targets at 25 and 50 yds.
Bullseye Pistol, Action
Pistol & 3-Gun, on
Electronic, Paper & Steel.

Classroom Instruction,
Clinics, Meeting Space
& More!

CMP
x

TM

TALLADEGA

Trap, 5-Stand and a Very
Challenging 1-Mile
15-Position
Sporting Clays Loop.

MARKSMANSHIP PARK
4387 Turner Mill Road
256-474-4408
www.TheCMP.org

The Civilian Marksmanship Program - Anniston & Talladega, Alabama & Camp Perry, Ohio

AFFORDABLE HUNT CLUB INSURANCE
&
NEXT DAY COVERAGE

UP TO 7 LANDOWNERS AT NO ADDITIONAL COST
&
NO HIDDEN FEES

FULLY CUSTOMIZABLE LEASE AGREEMENT
&
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER COVERAGE

ALABAMA HUNT CLUB INSURANCE
$2,000,000 AGGREGATE
$1,000,000 PER OCCURANCE
COVERAGE INCLUDES ALL MEMBERS OF THE HUNT CLUB
MEMBER-TO-MEMBER COVERAGE
GUEST LIABILITY COVERAGE
FIRE DAMAGE LIABILITY($100,000)
MEDICAL EXPENSES ($5000)
LIABILITY FROM TREE STANDS AND ATV'S FOR HUNTING IS COVERED
NO DEDUCTIBLE
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GET STARTED BY...
n

making sure your phone is up-to-date with the latest operating system.

n

downloading the app while you have a reliable and strong connection.
STEP 1. SEARCH OUTDOOR ALABAMA ON THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY ON YOUR SMART PHONE.
STEP 2. DOWNLOAD THE FREE OUTDOOR ALABAMA APP TO YOUR SMART PHONE.

n

creating an account and get familiar with using the app.
when you have the app installed on your phone and with you
while hunting it will serve as your mandatory harvest record.

use the app to report your harvest of
deer and turkey. it is mandatory!

The Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division DOES NOT receive General Fund tax dollars.

66%

Law Enforcement

10%

Wildlife

10%

Fisheries

14%

Administrative

WHERE YOUR HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE DOLLARS GO.
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HUNTING & RECREATIONAL LAND

No matter what your vision is – recreation, hunting,
family time, timber management or building your
getaway – start with Potlatch. You’ll enjoy the benefits
of working with local land experts and buying quality
well-cared-for land in prime all-season locations.
We see the purchase of Potlatch Land
in your future. Do you?

Visit a

Download your FREE
Land Buyers Guide at
www.PotlatchLandSales.com/tips25

Interested in a recreational lease?
Visit PCHHuntingLeases.com to learn more.

ALABAMA
Southeastern Land Group
Dadeville, AL | 256-825-4331
selandgroup.com
ARKANSAS
Davis DuBose Knight Forestry
& Real Estate
Little Rock, AR | 888-695-8733
forestryrealestate.com
United Country Neeley Forestry
Camden, AR | 870-836-5981
ucneeleyforestry.com

today.
MISSISSIPPI
Tom Smith Land and Homes
Ridgeland, MS | 601-209-3284
got-land.com
United Country-Gibson Realty & Land
McComb, MS | 601-248-3561
gibsonrealtyms.com

These properties are owned and being offered for sale by Potlatch Timberlands, LLC and/or its wholly owned subsidiaries, which are wholly owned Taxable REIT subsidiaries of Potlatch Corporation. Price and availability are subject to change without notice. This is not an offer
to residents in any state in which the registration requirements have not been met. Void where prohibited by law. Broker participation welcome. Equal Housing Opportunity.

AMERICA’S

BEST FIREARM

VALUE
CARBINE
$335 MSRP
(9MM RED DOT)

HANDGUN
$199 MSRP
(.40S&W/.45ACP)

Value is standard equipment
with every Hi-Point purchase.
No matter what environment
or condition you find yourself
in, there’s no comparison to
Hi-Point firearms for rugged
and reliable service.
We truly believe that hands-down,
Hi-Point is America’s Best
Firearm Value.

W W W.HI- P O IN TFIR EA R MS. C OM
*Available through your local gun dealer

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

Buck Busters
Seed Company
5152 Hwy 84
Vidalia, LA
(800) 562-4570
Now available at your
participating Alabama Farmers
Coop and local farm stores.
50 pound bag plants one acre
12 month forage production
for once a year planting
Field tested from Minnesota
to the Gulf Coast
Over 15 years of supporting
and supplying hunters with
some of the highest quality
food plot mixes in the South
for deer and turkey.
For more information check out:
www.buckbustersseedcompany.com

Est. 1954

Hunt prime land in
Barbour & Bullock Counties.
• Highest deer density in Alabama. HOGS, Coyotes and
bobcats no charge, no limit (with paid deer hunt).
• 6,000 acre family-owned plantation. NO LEASED LAND.
• 50 Food Plots with elevated shooting houses
surrounded by pines and oak bottoms.
• New cottages with private bedrooms and baths.
First class lodge. All meals included.
• Quail hunts - Half and Full Day - UNLIMITED BIRDS!

Visit us at www.pa-ko.com

To plan your hunt, call J. Paul Taylor at 877.539.5699
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MANDATORY FOR ALL DEER AND TURKEY HUNTERS
STEP BEFORE YOU GO HUNTING:

1

DURING YOUR HUNT:

YOU MUST OBTAIN A HUNTING LICENSE(UNLESS EXEMPT*) AND A HARVEST RECORD.
Every hunter, regardless of age or license requirement MUST carry a harvest record. If you
are exempt from needing a license or have a lifetime hunting license, you still need a Harvest
Record. HOW DO I GET A HARVEST RECORD? You can use the form below or print Harvest
Record online at www.outdooralabama.com. Possession of a smartphone with the Outdoor
Alabama app installed will be accepted in lieu of a PAPER HARVEST RECORD.

*License exempt hunters are hunters under the age of 16, residents age 65 and
older, and resident landowners who hunt their own property.

You must always carry your Harvest
Record and your hunting license
while hunting.
You must fill out the Harvest Record
with the date and type of animal
taken BEFORE moving the animal.
This includes all deer and turkey.

PAPER VS ELECTRONIC HARVEST RECORD – WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
PAPER HARVEST RECORD: The hunter must complete the information prior to moving the animal, then
record your harvest in the Game Check System and put
the confirmation number on the harvest record.

VS

ELECTRONIC HARVEST RECORD: Using the Outdoor Alabama app,
the hunter will enter the information prior to moving the animal. The app
will automatically enter your harvest in the Game Check System and the
app will also record the confirmation number.

MANDATORY GAME CHECK FOR ALL DEER AND TURKEY HUNTERS

STEP AFTER THE HUNT: EVERY HUNTER MUST REPORT THEIR HARVEST
OF DEER AND TURKEY WITHIN 48 HOURS OF HARVEST:

2

(IF YOU HAVE ALREADY RECORDED YOUR HARVEST VIA THE OUTDOOR ALABAMA APP, THIS STEP HAS BEEN COMPLETED)

THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO REPORT YOUR HARVEST:

You must report your deer or turkey harvest into the Game
Check system within 48 hours of harvesting it. You will need
the following information to report your harvest:
1. Date of harvest
2. Type of animal harvested
3. County of harvest

1. On your smartphone through the
Outdoor Alabama app Download the app at:
http://www.outdooralabama.com/mobile-apps
2. Online at www.outdooralabama.com/gamecheck
3. Call 1-800-888-7690

4. Public or private land
5. Hunting license number or
H.E.L.P. number, or *CID.

*The Conservation Identification (CID) is a permanent 6-digit number that is unique to each hunter, and can be
used to record deer or turkey harvests in the Game Check System. (See page 6 for more information.)
Every Hunter MUST have a PAPER HARVEST RECORD in their possession or the Outdoor Alabama App installed on a smart phone and in their possession.

Alabama 2017-2018 Harvest Record

Since 2013, all deer and turkey hunters must:

n Have Harvest Records in possession when hunting. n Fill-out Harvest Record before moving the animal.

Name: ___________________________________________________________ License No. _______________________________________________
ANTLERED BUCK – One of the three must have 4 pts, 1” or longer on one side

UNANTLERED DEER

Harvest Date:

Harvest Date:

Confirmation No.:

_____/_____/_____

_____________________________

Points:

Confirmation No.:

_____/_____/_____ R: _______ L: _______

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____ R: _______ L: _______

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____ R: _______ L: _______

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____

_____________________________

_____/_____/_____

_____________________________

NOTE: For Barbour County – minimum of 3 points, 1” or longer, on one antler for all antlered bucks.
Further restrictions apply on certain management areas. See Wildlife Management Area information.

TURKEY

Harvest Date:

Confirmation No.:

Use back or attach handwritten version to record additional unantlered deer

_____/_____/______

|| _____/_____/______ ||

_____/_____/______ || _____/_____/______ ||

_____/_____/______

_________________

|| _________________

_________________

_________________

||

|| _________________ ||

HARVEST REPORTING IS MANDATORY! HOW TO REPORT YOUR HARVEST ~ • SMARTPHONE APP: OUTDOOR ALABAMA • ONLINE: www.outdooralabama.com • PHONE: 1-800-888-7690

Revised 6-14-17
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IMPORTANT NOTES:

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE EMAIL
NEWS AND UPDATES FROM
THE ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

• All deer and turkey hunters are required to report their harvest using Game Check
and have a deer / turkey harvest record (either paper or app form) in possession. See
page 16 for more information.
• All persons hunting on private lands of another must have written permission from the
landowner with few exceptions.
• Legal hunting hours for deer are 30 minutes before sunrise until 30 minutes after sunset.
See page 45.
• All required hunting and fishing licenses and waterfowl stamps must be in possession
when hunting or fishing (either paper or digital form).
• See hunter orange requirement and definition of open permit – public land. Consult
management area map permit for special rules and regulations and seasons before hunting State Wildlife Management Areas.
• Any party controlling hunting rights may, by choice, be more restrictive on seasons and
bag limits than those stipulated below.

DEER
ANTLERED BUCKS

Bare antlers visible above natural hairline
– Statewide – one a day.

Foreclosed Land
Deeply Discounted

Recreational and Residential land located in
FL, NC, TX, AR, NY, PA, WA, AZ, NV

888-758-5687 · www.dfcland.com
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White-Tailed Buck Limit
Three during all combined seasons. One of
the three must have at least 4 antler points
1” or longer on one antler (except for Barbour County). A point is an antler projection of at least one inch in length from base
to tip. Main beam tip shall be counted as a
point regardless of length.
Exceptions:
1. Barbour County Antler Restriction
– white-tailed deer bucks must have a
minimum of three points on one side,
(except on the statewide special youth
deer hunting dates during which any
antlered buck may be taken).
2. Wildlife Management Area (WMA)
Bonus Buck – One buck will be allowed to be harvested from a select
collection of WMA’s on specific hunt
dates depicted on the WMA map permits that will not count towards the
hunter's State 3 buck limit. Must be
validated by WFF personnel.

Hunting by the aid of bait
remains illegal in Alabama
(see Area Definition on page 25).
Special Youth (under 16) Seasons, one unantlered deer may be taken per day in addition to one antlered buck per day. See Special
Exception #3 for selected areas with one deer
per day limit on U.S. Forest Service Lands.

SPECIAL YOUTH (under 16) DEER HUNTING

Statewide, (includes all Privately Owned
and Leased Lands and Open Permit – Public Lands (except Wildlife Management Areas) on November 10–13. Dog hunting in
those counties or parts of counties where
and how it is allowed during the regular
dog deer hunting season. Same legal arms
and ammunition apply as in Unantlered
Deer season, in accordance with Rule 2202-.119. See the current Wildlife Management Area Schedule for youth deer hunting
dates and other information.

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS

If notes 1, 2, or 3 appear by the county
listed, see the special exceptions on pages
24 and 25. Note (1) relates to dog deer
UNANTLERED DEER
hunting. Note (2) relates to U.S. Corp of
During the Unantlered Deer Gun, Special Engineers Lands. Note (3) relates to U.S.
Muzzleloader, Bow and Arrow, Spear, and Forest Service Lands.
www.outdooralabama.com

© istockphoto.com/EEI_Tony

Hunting&Trapping

Safely Hunting The Rights Of Way
In a state dominated by hardwood hollows and pine plantations, wildlife can often be seen along
Alabama Power transmission rights of way.
For landowners and their guests, this wildlife activity and low cover provides a unique and fruitful hunting
experience that can be enjoyed by both seasoned and first-time hunters. Remember, the right to hunt any
piece of property must be obtained from the landowner. But like any other hunting scenario, caution must be
taken in these areas, and additional precautions are necessary when hunting near transmission lines.
In many cases, Alabama
Power allows landowners
to place hunting structures
on the outer 5 feet of the
company’s rights of way as
long as a minimum distance
of 25 feet is maintained
from existing transmission
structures. In some cases,
the company may also ask
property owners to relocate
structures when additional
right of way clearing is
necessary.
To ensure the rights
of way remain safe for
property owners and to
provide access for proper
operation and maintenance
of transmission lines, the
following structures –
even if temporary – are
prohibited and are subject
to immediate removal or
relocation by Alabama
Power.
• Any structure attached
to a transmission tower
or power poles
• Structures blocking
access or located too
close to facilities
• Structures underneath
high-voltage lines

Hunting Structure Placement

If you have any questions about the proper placement of hunting structures on Alabama Power rights
of way, please call 1-877-891-2079. The safety of the public, customers, and employees is always Alabama
Power’s number one concern.

BECOME A
HUNTING MENTOR
HAVE YOU EVER INTRODUCED SOMEONE TO HUNTING?
Teaching someone the skills they need
to be a sucessful hunter and cultivate a
lifelong passion for the outdoors can be
very rewarding. The future of hunting in
America depends on you.

Become a hunting mentor and

“Takem' hunting!”

Learn more about the mentor hunting program by
visiting OutdoorAlabama.com or contact Justin Grider
at justin.grider@dcnr.alabama.gov or 205-339-5716.

SOUTHERN
SPORTSMAN
Hunting Lodge, Inc.

(A non
charitable
Tax
#45-2700243)
(A profit
non profit
charitableorganization
organization Tax
#45-2700243)

VETERANS
ETERA
ETERANS
VETERANS
For more information about the program,

For more information
please visit ourabout
websitethe
at program,
please visit our website at
www.whitetailwarriorproject.com
or contact us at:
www.whitetailwarriorproject.com
Contact@whitetailwarriorproject.com
or contact us at:
Contact@whitetailwarriorproject.com
“Get a tag and JOIN THE TEAM!”
https://pros.mvtrip.alabama.gov

Get a tag and JOIN THE TEAM!”
“G
“Get
https://pros.mvtrip.alabama.gov

You can also like us on Facebook
by searching for
Whitetail Warrior Project, Inc.

You can also like us on Facebook
by searching for
Whitetail Warrior Project, Inc.
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• Father/Son Hunts
• Corporate Discounts
for 6 or more
• Great Prices!
(No Trophy Fees)
• Great Lodging
With Excellent
Meals

Book Your Lifetime Memory Now!

www.southernhunting.com
William Lyon 334-467-1830
Dave Lyon 334-412-3368

— Alabama’s Black Belt —
www.outdooralabama.com
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Hunting
Hunting
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Activity
By Zone
By Zone
ZONE
ZONE
A A
BOW AND
BOWARROW
AND ARROW
AND SPEAR-STALK
AND SPEAR-STALK
HUNTING
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........................................
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October
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14,- 2017
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10, 2018
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GUN DEER-STALK
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ON PRIVATELY
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Either................................
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November
18, 2017
18,- 2017
January
- January
15, 2018
15, 2018

ZONE
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DEER SEASON ZONE A: Those areas north or east
of a line described as: Beginning at the intersection of the Mississippi state line and US Hwy. 80 in
Sumter County follow US Hwy. 80 east to the US
Hwy. 80 Bypass and Alabama River; upstream along
the Alabama River to I- 65; south along I-65 to the
intersection with I-85; north along I-85 to AL Hwy.
169 (exit 60); south along AL Hwy. 169 to AL Hwy.
1/US Hwy. 431; south along AL Hwy. 1/US Hwy. 431
to AL Hwy. 26; west along AL Hwy. 26 to Russell
County Rd. 65; south along Russell County Rd. 65
to Russell County Rd. 4; west along Russell County
Rd. 4 to Russell County Rd. 49; south along Russell
County Rd. 49 to US Hwy. 82; east along US Hwy.
82 to the Chattahoochee River; south along the
Chattahoochee River to AL Hwy. 10; west along AL
Hwy. 10 to Henry County Rd. 57; south along Henry
County Rd. 57 to Henry County Rd. 99; south along
Henry County Rd. 99 to US Hwy. 431; south along
US Hwy. 431 to Ross Clark Circle (bypass around
Dothan); east along Ross Clark Circle to US Hwy. 231
to the Alabama/Florida state line. Excludes Zone C
description below.
DEER SEASON ZONE B: Those areas south or west
of a line described as: Beginning at the intersection
of the Mississippi state line and US Hwy. 80 in Sumter County follow US Hwy. 80 east to the US Hwy.
80 Bypass and Alabama River; upstream along the
Alabama River to I-65; south along I-65 to the intersection with I-85; north along I-85 to AL Hwy. 169
(exit 60); south along AL Hwy. 169 to AL Hwy. 1/US
Hwy. 431; south along AL Hwy. 1/US Hwy. 431 to AL
Hwy. 26; west along AL Hwy. 26 to Russell County
Rd. 65; south along Russell County Rd. 65 to Russell
County Rd. 4; west along Russell County Rd. 4 to Russell County Rd. 49; south along Russell County Rd.
49 to US Hwy. 82; east along US Hwy. 82 to the Chattahoochee River; south along the Chattahoochee
River to AL Hwy. 10; west along AL Hwy. 10 to Henry
County Rd. 57; south along Henry County Rd. 57 to
Henry County Rd. 99; south along Henry County Rd.
99 to US Hwy. 431; south along US Hwy. 431 to Ross
Clark Circle (bypass around Dothan); east along Ross
Clark Circle to US Hwy. 231; south along US Hwy. 231
to the Alabama/Florida state line.
UNANTLERED DEER SEASON ZONE C: Those areas
of Blount; Calhoun; Cherokee; Cleburne; Colbert;
Cullman; DeKalb; Etowah; Franklin; Jackson; Jefferson; Lauderdale; Lawrence; Limestone; Madison; Marion; Marshall; Morgan; St. Clair; Walker and
Winston counties inside the following boundaries:
begin at AL/TN state line in Lauderdale Co, US Hwy.
43; south on US Hwy. 43 to intersection with US Hwy.
43S/US Hwy. 72W; south on US Hwy. 43S/US Hwy.
72W; continue south on US Hwy. 43S to intersection
of AL Hwy. 13; south on AL Hwy. 13 to intersection
of I-22/US Hwy. 78; east on I-22/US Hwy. 78 to intersection of AL Hwy. 69; north on AL Hwy. 69 to I-65;
south on I-65 to intersection of I-59; north on I-59 to
intersection of US Hwy. 278; east on US Hwy. 278 to
Alabama/Georgia state line; north along Alabama/
Georgia state line to Alabama/Tennessee state line;
west along Alabama/Tennessee state line to Tennessee River; south along Tennessee River to US Hwy. 431;
north along US Hwy. 431 to Flint River; north along
Flint River to Madison County Rd. 65/Winchester Rd;
north along Madison County Rd. 65/Winchester Rd.
to Alabama/Tennessee state line; west along Alabama/Tennessee state line to US Hwy. 43.

Be sure to report your harvest using
GAME CHECK. See page 16 for instructions.

REVISED 01-31-2017
REVISED 01-31-2017

Continued on page 24

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

23

2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping
Continued from page 23

DOG DEER HUNTING
RESTRICTIONS AT A
GLANCE

LAUDERDALE
LIMESTONE

	These counties have areas
where dog deer hunting is
prohibited or restricted by
special permit.
	Entire counties are open to
dog deer hunting except
for WMAs.
See for exact details on
dog deer areas.

SPECIAL EXCEPTION:

JACKSON

MADISON

COLBERT

LAWRENCE

FRANKLIN

MORGAN

DOG DEER HUNTING:
Dog Deer Hunting Prohibited Except by Special
Permit from the Department:
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Baldwin; Chambers; Choctaw (that area south
of AL Hwy. 10 and west of AL Hwy. 17 and north
of County Rd. 18 from AL Hwy. 17 to County Rd.
14 then north of County Rd. 14 to the Mississippi
state line); Colbert (that area inside the following
boundaries: from the intersection of the Natchez
Trace Parkway and US Hwy. 72 west along US
Hwy. 72 to the Mississippi State line, north along
the Mississippi State line to the Tennessee River,
east along the Tennessee River to the intersection of the Natchez Trace Parkway, south along
the Natchez Trace Parkway to the intersection
of US Hwy. 72); Coosa; Covington (north of US
Hwy. 84); Elmore (that area inside the following boundaries: from the Coosa County/Elmore
County line at the east bank of Lake Jordan, to AL
Hwy. 9, south along AL Hwy. 9 to the intersection
of US Hwy. 231, south along US Hwy. 231 to the
intersection of AL Hwy. 14, west along AL Hwy. 14
to the east bank of the Coosa River, north along
the east bank of the Coosa River to Lake Jordan,
back to the Coosa County/Elmore County line);
Geneva; Henry; Macon (that area inside the following boundaries: from County Rd. 24 at the
Lee County line, west and south to County Rd.
26, west to County Rd. 10, southeast to County Rd.
5, south to County Rd. 47, south to County Rd. 2,
east to the Russell County line); Marengo; Mon-

Call us today at 256-462-1034
• Cube Steak- Burger - Roasts
• Vacuum Seal - Tenderized Steak
• 26 Specialty Sausages to choose from

Pleasure in the Job

Puts

Perfection in the Work
• Soft Tanned Deer Hides
• Euro Style Skull Mount
• Cape for Wall Mount

We Love To “MEAT” Your Needs
Whole Deer
Processing
Starting at
Only
$68.00
Closed Sunday
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We at Weaver Meat Processing give you
our commitment to the tradition of excellence,
taught by our heritage. Our goal is to bring you
all the Genuine Goodness you have come to
expect from our premium deer products. Our
commitment to a standard of excellence is the
foundation of our quality deer products.
For special hours and more info visit us on the web at

weavermeatprocessing.com

Hours of operation
Mon - Fri 8-5
Sat 8-12
www.outdooralabama.com

roe; Pickens (north of US Hwy. 82); Tallapoosa
and Wilcox counties. Individual property owners in Chambers and Coosa counties may hunt
with dogs on their own property without special
permit. No dog deer hunting allowed on Open
Permit-Public Land (see 220-2-.85).
By Stalk Hunting Only, (No Dogs): Bibb and Perry:
(that area inside the following boundaries: east of
AL Hwy. 219, south of US Hwy. 82 and north of AL
Hwy. 183); Butler (that area south of AL Hwy. 106
and east of I-65); Cherokee; Chilton; Cleburne;
Coffee (that area inside the following boundaries:
AL Hwy. 134 from the Covington County Line, east
to County Rd. 460, south to the Geneva County
line, east to the Dale County line, north to AL Hwy.
134, west to AL Hwy. 87 north to US Hwy. 84, west
to AL Hwy. 189, south to AL Hwy. 141, north to US
Hwy. 84, west to the Covington County line); Crenshaw (north of AL Hwy. 10 and that area inside the
following boundaries, from the east city limit of
Luverne, US Hwy. 29 east to the junction of County
Rd. 57, County Rd. 57 south to the junction of Davis Rd., Davis Rd. west to County Rd. 41, County
Rd. 41 south to US Hwy. 331, US Hwy. 331 north to
County Rd. 41, County Rd. 41 north to County Rd.
39, County Rd. 39 north to the Luverne city limit);
Dale (that area inside the following boundaries:
Judy Creek south to Dale County Rd. 36, east to
AL Hwy. 27, north to the Henry County line, north
to the Barbour County line, west to Judy Creek);
DeKalb; Elmore (that area inside the following
boundaries: east of US Hwy. 231, south of AL Hwy.
14, west of Tumkeehatchee Creek and north of the
Tallapoosa River); Fayette (that area inside the following boundaries: west of US Hwy 43 and some

USACE areas are north of AL Hwy. 18); Franklin;
Hale and Perry: (that area inside the following
boundaries: from County Rd. 32 at the Hale County
Line, west to the intersection of AL Hwy. 25, AL
Hwy. 25 north until it intersects with the Talladega
National Forest boundary, following the boundary south until it intersects the Perry County line,
following the National Forest boundary east to
Perry County Rd. 23, south to the intersection of
Perry County Rd. 29, south to the Spring Hill Church
Road, Spring Hill Church Road west to the junction
of Perry County Rd. 23 and AL Hwy. 14, west to
the Hale County line); Greene; Pickens; and Tuscaloosa: (that area inside the following boundaries:
in Pickens County from the intersection of US Hwy.
82 and County Rd. 63, south on County Rd. 63 to
Benevola, County Rd. 2 (commonly known as the
Romulus Road) east through Greene County to US
Hwy. 82 in Tuscaloosa County); Houston; Jackson;
Lamar; Lauderdale; Lawrence; Limestone; Madison; Marion; Marshall; Morgan; Randolph; Tuscaloosa (that area north of US Hwy. 82); and Winston
(that area east of AL Hwy. 5 from the Walker County
line to Natural Bridge and all that area north of US
Hwy. 278).
U.S. CORP OF ENGINEERS LANDS:
U.S. Corp of Engineers Lands in Chambers, Greene;
Pickens; Randolph and Sumter counties special
muzzleloader and air rifle and unantlered deer
season same as privately owned or leased lands
in those counties.
Be aware to consult U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) regulations regarding hunting activities
and boat ramp use prior to hunting USACE regulated areas. Special Permits from the USACE may

“AREA DEFINITION”
IS IN EFFECT FOR THE
2017-2018 HUNTING SEASON

Despite what many have heard or seen on social
media, the “Baiting Bill” did not pass this year. So,
for the 2017-18 hunting season, the “Area Definition” is still in effect. Regulation 220-2-.157, “as it
applies to the hunting of deer and feral swine, there
shall be a rebuttable presumption that any bait
or feed located beyond 100 yards from the hunter
and not within the line of sight of the hunter, is not
a lure, attraction, or enticement to, on, or over the
area where the hunter is attempting to kill or take
the deer or feral swine. “Not within the line of
sight” means being hidden from view by natural
vegetation or naturally occurring terrain features.”
The area definition does not apply on public land or
for any other game animal such as turkey. During
turkey season, all feed must be removed or consumed at least 10 days prior to hunting.
For more information on this or any other regulation,
please visit www.outdooralabama.com or call the
Montgomery office at 334-242-3467.
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be required and some USACE areas are closed to
hunting. For complete information concerning
hunting on the Tennessee Tombigbee Waterway
(TTWW), visit the website at http://www.sam.usace.
army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Recreation/TennesseeTombigbee-Waterway/ or contact the TTWW
office at (662 )327-2142.
U. S. FOREST SERVICE (USFS) (same as
open permit for county), except Wildlife Mgmt.
Areas – one deer per day.
Stalk Hunting Only - No Dogs (except for USFS
Lands within Calhoun, Clay & Talladega counties): Same season and dates as open permit lands.
Calhoun, Clay & Talladega counties - Dog Deer hunting -until 12:00 noon – antlered bucks only: November 18 – November 30, December 18 – January 10.

OPEN PERMIT-PUBLIC LAND
Open Permit-Public Land is defined as
governmentally owned land open for public
hunting and/or lands made available to
the public on an individual basis whether
for a fee or not. Examples of such lands
would be U.S. Forest Service Lands, land
owned by lumber companies and utility
companies available for use by hunters
either through free permits, fee permits
or no permit requirement. This does not
include Alabama’s Wildlife Management
Areas. See the current Wildlife Management
Area Schedule for information.

ENVIROGrind
EnvironmEntally SEnSitivE land ClEaring

Alabama’s 1st and Best...
Paving the Way
for All the Rest!

• Lot Clearing
• Food Plots
• Wildlife Enhancement

Our purpose is to clear the way for your vision to become a reality!
Whether you have a personal or corporate vision, Envirogrind has the
ability, attitude, and resources.

NO JOB TOO LARGE!

Office: (256)-354-3635

Cell: (256)-846-1027

2230 Clairmont Springs Rd • Talladega, AL 35160

www.envirogrindlandclearing.com
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Introducing the NEWEST
archery online store, from the
StalkOLDEST
Hunting Onlysupplier
- No Dogs (except
USFS business.
inforthe
U. S. FOREST SERVICE (USFS) (same as
open permit for county), except Wildlife Mgmt.
Areas – one deer per day.

Lands within Calhoun, Clay & Talladega counties):
Same
season
dates
as open
permit-public
For
moreand
than
35 years,
Pape’s
Inc. has been the leading
lands (see page 23).
supplier of archery equipment and supplies for dealers
Calhoun,
Clay
& Talladega
counties
Dog Deer our services
around
the
world. Now
we’re -expanding
hunting
-untilour
12:00
noon – antlered
bucks
only:
to bring
massive
selection
of products
for archery,
November
18 –and
November
30,enthusiasts
December 18 –directly
Janu- to you online.
hunting
outdoor
ary 10.
Largest online selection of archery and outdoor products

Fast delivery – orders placed before 2 p.m. EST. ship the same
day and Next Day delivery available for most areas
No hassle return policy

Simply use promo code:

ALHF2017
on your first order to
receive a free gift.

WMS TRITICOAT

archeryonline.com

FREE SHIPPING
on any order $50 or more.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
wetlands, flooded hardwood bottoms and beaver ponds which
produce productive hunting opportunities. The open marshes of
the lower Mobile-Tensaw Delta, with its expansive beds of submerged aquatic vegetation, provides an expansive assortment of
food sources highly attractive to wintering waterfowl. The saline
waters of Mobile Bay, coastal marshes and Mississippi Sound
have long been considered a destination location for those that
pursue the diver species of waterfowl. In addition, the Alabama,
Tennessee-Tombigbee, Black Warrior, Coosa, Tallapoosa and
Chattahoochee Rivers and their backwaters have the potential
to produce limits of puddle ducks for those who conduct the
necessary preliminary aerial imagery assessments and on the
ground scouting efforts.
Although Alabama may not be included in discussions of waterfowl hotspots, one can find many levels of waterfowl hunting
enjoyment. Ranging from a simple morning of pass shooting wood
ducks in a beaver pond to a full day of hunting from a boat blind in
Mobile Bay complete with an elaborate spread of hundreds of decoys.
If interested in entering the waterfowl hunting arena, the best thing
one could do is learn the nuances and ethics of waterfowl hunting
from an experienced hunter. There are specific rules and regulations
associated with waterfowl hunting, and becoming knowledgeable of
them is the first step one should accomplish before going afield. From
the Tennessee Valley to Mobile Bay, WFF’s wildlife management
areas provide a chance for anyone to enter the realm of waterfowl
hunting. Contacting the Division’s district offices can also shorten
this learning curve in providing waterfowl hunting information and
on your local public hunting opportunities.

WMS DEER MAGNET

WMS ALABAMA BLEND

WMS NO-TILL

Our #1 SELLER!
The ultimate
attraction and
nutrition plot.
Consisting
of Forage
Triticale,
Black Oats, winter peas, annual
clovers, biennial clovers,
radishes, and chicory. Unrivaled
fall attraction and spring nutrition
combine to create a true deer
magnet!

WMS Alabama
Blend is the
answer for
southern soils.
It is a 8 part mix
that is comprised
of selected
Wheat, Oats, Forage Triticale,
Forage Winter Peas, Diakon
radishes, and annual Clovers.
WMS Alabama Blend will provide
attractive forage fast and will keep
them coming season long.

A carefully
selected
blend of
cool season
grains,
clovers, and
brassicas
that emerge quickly and grow
fast even on less than fertile
shady sites. The perfect
minimal-till choice for logging
roads, shady food plots, and
wooded openings.

A blend of Forage
Triticale and Black
Oats. Perfect for
small plots and
areas with high
deer densities! Plant it alone, or with
companion crops like clovers, brassicas,
and winter peas. Best of all, these
varieties will not freeze out or become
unproductive late in the deer season,
like other cereal grain varieties. WMS
TriticOat plots provide earlier grazing and
rapid re-growth, coupled with excellent
nutrition and high sucrose content, to
make the perfect hunting spot.

WMS WINTER
PEA PATCH

WMS BRASSICA
BLEND

WMS PERENNIAL
PLUS

A blend of white flowering
and forage variety winter
peas. These peas are noted
for their winter hardiness,
palatable forage, and early
high tonnage growth habits.

Consists of selected forage
rape, diakon radish, turnips,
and kale. Unlike other
brassica type mixes, this mix
is formulated to provide early
forage as well as late season
cold weather forage.

A versatile blend of ladino
clovers, white clovers, red
clovers and chicory. A great
year-round food source for
deer and turkey.

ProductsForWildlifeManagement.com
Visit us online or call 1.877.400.8089 to place an order or find a dealer near you!

Legal Arms & Ammunition For Hunting

LEGAL ARMS & AMMUNITION
GENERAL PROHIBITIONS

It shall be unlawful for any person to use any
method, any weapon or ammunition contrary
to this regulation while hunting or attempting
to hunt game birds and animals or other species provided for herein unless expressly provided for by duly enacted laws of the State of
Alabama. It shall be unlawful for any person
to refuse to submit firearms and ammunition or any device, instrument or accessory
used in hunting to Conservation Officers for
inspection. It shall be unlawful for any person
(except for legally blind hunters) to hunt with
a bow or gun that has a light source attached
that is capable of casting a beam of light (including a laser sight) forward of said bow or
gun or to possess such a light source adapted
for attachment to said bow or gun while
hunting, except as provided for in 220-2-.02.
It shall be unlawful to possess any equipment
that uses electronics to increase the ability to
see in the dark (night vision equipment) while
hunting any species of wildlife, both protected
or unprotected species. Hunting with fully
automatic firearms is prohibited.

DEER

• Rifles using centerfire, mushrooming ammunition.
• Air powered guns, .30 caliber or larger.
• Shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller using buckshot, slugs, or single round ball.
• Muzzleloaders and Black Powder Handguns: .40 caliber or larger, during the special muzzleloader season.
• Long bows, compound bows, or crossbows
in conformance with regulation 220-2-.03.
• Handguns or pistols using centerfire,
mushrooming ammunition.
• Hunting with fully automatic firearms is
prohibited.
• Hand thrown spear in conformance with
regulation 220-2-.03.

• Handguns or pistols using centerfire
mushrooming ammunition, black powder
handguns or pistols .40 caliber or larger.
Handguns or pistols can only have open
metallic sights (no scopes).
• Nothing in this section is intended to prohibit the possession of rifles, shotgun/rifle
combinations (drilling) or buckshot and
slugs when the hunter is stalk hunting both
deer and turkey provided no person shoots
or attempts to shoot turkey with the rifle or
shotgun using buckshot or slugs.

MIGRATORY BIRDS

• Shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller, plugged
with a one piece filler incapable of removal without disassembling the gun or
otherwise incapable of holding more than
3 shells using shot compositions and shot
sizes that are approved by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Waterfowl hunters shall
not possess any size lead shot.
• Long bows, compound bows, or crossbows.

RACCOON & OPOSSUM

• Nighttime hunting: Shotguns using No. 6
shot or smaller; rimfire firearms.
• Daytime hunting: see Other Game Birds
Or Animals.

BOBCAT, GROUNDHOG, UNPROTECTED
WILDLIFE, FOX, COYOTE & FERAL SWINE

•
•
•
•
•

Rifles of any caliber.
Handguns or pistols.
Shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller.
Long bows, compound bows, or crossbows.
Spear or sharpened blade.

BULLFROG AND PIG FROG

•
•
•
•

Air powered rifles .25 caliber or smaller.
Gig or spear.
Long bows, compound bows, or crossbows.
Hand or dip net.

OTHER GAME BIRDS OR ANIMALS

• Rifles using rimfire ammunition or those
operated by air.
TURKEY
• Shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller using stan- • Muzzleloaders and black powder handdard No. 2 shot or smaller.
guns of any caliber.
• Long bows or compound bows (no cross- • Long bows, compound bows, or crossbows.
bows) in conformance with regulation • Shotguns, 10 gauge or smaller, using stan220-2-.03.
dard No. 4 shot or smaller.
• Handguns or pistols.
• Blowguns using darts propelled by the
hunter’s breath only.
• Sling shots.

GIVING AWAY YOUR DEER
AND/OR TURKEY?

Download and complete the
Donation Certification. For more
information, go to outdooralabama.
com/hunter-resources.
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

Be sure to report your harvest
using GAME CHECK.
See page 16 for instructions.
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2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping

WALKER

CALHOUN

ST. CLAIR

CLEBURNE

ZONE 4

Birmingham
JEFFERSON
TUSCALOOSA

TALLADEGA

PICKENS

SHELBY

BIBB

GREENE

CLAY

COOSA
CHILTON

Opelika

PERRY
ELMORE

SUMTER

80

Demopolis

80

Union Springs

LOWNDES

MONTGOMERY

169

MACON
RUSSELL
Hatchechubbee

Montgomery

82

BULLOCK

Rutherford

Comer

ZONE 5 NO SEASON

431

169

80

80

MARENGO

LEE

AUTAUGA

Selma
DALLAS

CHOCTAW

CHAMBERS

TALLAPOOSA

HALE

NOVEMBER 18 - NOVEMBER 30 (FALL)
DECEMBER 16 - JANUARY 1 (FALL)
MARCH 15 - APRIL 30 (SPRING)

RANDOLPH

Seale

431

GOBBLERS ONLY
One a day, five during combined fall and spring.

82

WILCOX
BARBOUR

BUTLER
PIKE

CLARKE

SPECIAL YOUTH HUNT
Saturday & Sunday prior to opening of spring season.

431

CRENSHAW

MONROE

Abbeville
Shorterville

WASHINGTON

COFFEE

CONECUH

DALE
Headland

COVINGTON
GENEVA

ESCAMBIA
MOBILE

BALDWIN

SPECIAL DISABLED HUNT
One day prior to all opening days. Participants must meet
medical requirements of regulation 20-2-.109(2)(d).

HENRY

Dothan
Hartford

231 HOUSTON

REMEMBER TO GAME
CHECK YOUR HARVEST!
See Page 16

MOURNING & WHITE-WINGED DOVE

NORTH ZONE (All counties except those listed below in south zone.)
• Limit 15 a day (90 days)
• Split Season with Shooting Hours:
–– September 9 – October 29
September 9: 12 O’clock noon until Sunset
(Afternoon Shooting Only)
September 10 – October 29: One-half hour before Sunrise
until Sunset (All Day)
–– December 8 – January 15
One-half hour before Sunrise until Sunset (All Day)

ATTENTION:

DELAYED TURKEY SEASON
Turkey season delayed on 6 Wildlife Management Areas
(see the WMA Hunting Information and Schedule and pg. 52).

SOUTH ZONE

Baldwin; Barbour; Coffee; Covington; Dale; Escambia;
Geneva; Henry; Houston; and Mobile.
• Limit 15 a day (90 days)
• Split Season with Shooting Hours:
–– September 16 – September 24
September 16: 12 O’clock noon until Sunset (Afternoon
Shooting Only)
September 17 – September 24: One-half hour before Sunrise until Sunset (All Day)
–– October 7 - October 28
One-half hour before Sunrise until Sunset (All Day)
–– November 18 – January 15
One-half hour before Sunrise until Sunset (All Day)

HUNTERS & ANGLERS

We want to hear from you!

The Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division needs your email
address so you can receive updates and other information
from the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division!
Be sure to provide your email address when you buy
your license or go to www.outdooralabama.com and
sign up!
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For details on recommended planting dates for grains, see
www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/ANR-1467/ANR-1467-low.pdf.

NOTICE: At the time of printing, Federal Guidelines
were not final concerning all migratory birds, including
dove season dates. Check www.outdooralabama.com for
updates prior to September.
www.outdooralabama.com

2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping
BOBWHITE QUAIL

November 4 – February 28

• 8 a day — 8 in possession

RABBIT

September 16 – March 4

• 8 a day — 8 in possession
• No running of dogs during daytime or after 3:00 a.m. during
and in areas of spring turkey season.

OPOSSUM

No Closed Season

• May be hunted daytime or nighttime hours
• No Bag Limit
• No running of dogs during daytime or after 3:00 a.m. during
and in areas of spring turkey season.
• Check with USFS for further restrictions.

BOBCAT & OTTER TAGGING REQUIREMENT 220-2-.30

• 8 a day – 8 in possession

All bobcat and otter, regardless of method of harvest, are required
to be tagged by a representative of the Wildlife and Freshwater
Fisheries Division within 14 days of harvest or may be left with a
taxidermist with a completed tagging form, and the taxidermist is
required to have the bobcat or otter tagged within 14 days of receipt.

RACCOON

BOBCAT(1,3), COYOTE(2), FERAL SWINE(2) AND FOX(3):

SQUIRREL

September 16 – March 4

No Closed Season

•
•
•
•

May be hunted daytime or nighttime hours
Private Owned and Leased Lands: No Bag Limit
Open Permit-Public Land: 5 Per Party
No running of dogs during daytime or after 3:00 a.m. during
and in areas of spring turkey season.
• Check with USFS for further restrictions.

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

(Daytime Hours Only)

No Bag Limit
No Closed Season
See page 47 for legal hunting hours. Dogs cannot be used to hunt
during and in areas of spring turkey season.
1. Bobcat - See tagging requirement (above).
2. Coyote and Feral Swine – trapping by landowner or his agent.
Feral Swine – upon capture, it shall be unlawful to release any
live feral swine. See regulation 220-2-.86
3. Bobcat and Fox – Trapping is limited to legal fur bearer season.
4. Check with USFS for further restrictions.
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2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping
HUNTER ORANGE REQUIREMENT FOR HUNTING
During dates and in areas open by regulation to gun deer
season, including youth deer season and muzzleloader deer
season, all persons hunting any wildlife species, except foxes,
raccoons, and opossums during legal nighttime hours or
turkey or migratory birds (including crows), are required to
wear an outer garment above the waist with a minimum of
144 square inches of hunter orange or either a full size hunter
orange hat or cap.
Hunters are not required to wear hunter orange when:
• hunting from a stand elevated twelve (12) feet or more from
the ground
• hunting in an enclosed box stand
• traveling in an enclosed vehicle
• traveling on foot no more than twenty (20) feet directly
between an operating enclosed vehicle and a stand where
the hunter is exempt from the hunter orange requirement.
The hunter orange must be worn when traveling on foot
between an operating enclosed vehicle and exempt stand
when the distance is more than a direct distance of twenty
(20) feet.
A small logo and/or printing is permitted on the front of
hunter orange caps; otherwise, hunter orange must be of
solid color and visible from any angle. Only hunter orange,
commonly called blaze orange, ten-mile cloth, etc., is legal.
The various shades of red as well as camo orange are not legal.

FERAL SWINE (2018): (PRIVATELY OWNED AND
LEASED LANDS ONLY)

Special Nighttime Season

May 1 – August 31

• No Bag Limit – May be hunted during nighttime hours
• Dogs only – no firearms allowed.
Note: Permit may be obtained through your local district office
for nighttime nuisance control hunting outside of the dates of
deer season.

BEAVER, NUTRIA, AND GROUNDHOG

No Closed Season

• No Bag Limit — Daylight Hours Only

STARLINGS, CROWS & ENGLISH SPARROWS

No Closed Season

• No Bag Limit — Daylight Hours Only

BEAR, MOUNTAIN LION & RUFFED GROUSE

No Open Season

WOODCOCK

December 15 – January 28

• 3 a day
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

There are over 4,000 DU events held across the country each year. By
attending a local event, you can have a great time while helping us fill
the skies with waterfowl. To find one near you, visit ducks.org/events.
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2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping
SNIPE

November 11 – February 25

• 8 a day
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

RAIL & GALLINULE

September 9 – September 24
November 24 – January 16

• Note: At time of printing, federal guidelines were not final.
See Alabama Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
• 15 a day
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

ALLIGATOR (2017)

• By Special Permit Only
• Must register on-line at www.outdooralabama.com between
June 2 (8:00 am) and July 12 (8:00 am).
• Must be Alabama Resident to register.

Sunset August 10 – Sunrise August 13
Sunset August 17 – Sunrise August 20

BULLFROG AND PIG FROG

No Closed Season

• May be hunted daytime or nighttime hours
• Limit 20 frogs in aggregate per person from 12 Noon to 12
Noon the following day.

SPECIAL YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNTING DAYS

November 18 and February 3

• Note: At time of printing, federal guidelines were not final.
See Alabama Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
• Same shooting hours, bag limits, and legal arms and ammunition apply as in regular waterfowl season, in accordance with
Rule 220-2-.119.

SPECIAL TEAL SEASON

September 9 – September 24

• Note: At time of printing, federal guidelines were not final.
See Alabama Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
• 6 a day
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

• West Central Zone: Dallas; Monroe (north of US Hwy. 84)
and Wilcox (nighttime only)

Sunset August 10 – Sunrise August 13
Sunset August 17 – Sunrise August 20

• Southwest Zone - Baldwin; Clark; Mobile; Monroe (east of
US Hwy 43 and south of US Hwy 84) Sumter: and Washington counties (nighttime only)

Sunset August 12 – Sunrise September 4

• Southeast Zone: Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Dale, Geneva,
Henry, Houston, and Russell counties (nighttime only)

Sunset August 18 – Sunrise October 2

• Lake Eufaula Zone: Alabama State Waters Only (daytime
and nighttime)

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest
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2017–18 Seasons & Bag Limits: Hunting & Trapping
DUCK, COOT, MERGANSER

fronted, Brant) shall not include more than 1 Brant. Additionally, an aggregate bag limit of 5 light geese (Snow,
Blue, Ross’s) may be harvested per day.

November 24 – November 25
December 2 – January 28

• Note: At time of printing, federal guidelines were not final.
See Alabama Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

DUCK

• 6 ducks a day — may include no more than 4 Mallards
(no more than 2 of which may be female), 3 Wood Ducks,
1 Mottled Duck, 2 Black Duck, 2 Redhead, 1 Pintail,
2 Canvasback, and 3 Scaup.

October 7 – October 21
November 24 – November 25
December 2 – January 28
DARK GEESE (CANADA, WHITE-FRONTED, BRANT)

• L
 imit 5 a day, the aggregate bag limit of 5 shall not include
more than 3 Canada Geese and 1 Brant, all five may be
White-Fronted Geese.

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW, BLUE, ROSS'S)

COOT

• The aggregate bag limit shall be 5 a day.

• 15 a day

TRAPPING:

MERGANSER

• 5 a day, only 2 may be a Hooded Merganser.

BOBCAT, FOX, MINK, MUSKRAT, OTTER & STRIPED SKUNK

November 4 – February 28

GEESE

• Note: At time of printing, federal guidelines were not final.
See Alabama Waterfowl Hunting Guide.
• Statewide (including Southern James Bay Population Zone)
• Shooting Hours: One-half hour before Sunrise to Sunset.

September 1 – September 30
ALL GEESE:

BEAVER, COYOTE, NUTRIA, FERAL SWINE,
RACCOON AND OPOSSUM

No Closed Season

WFF has collaborated with the AL Trappers and Predator Control Assoc., The Safari Club and the USDA Wildlife Services
to host adult and youth trapping workshops throughout the
state. Go to www.outdooralabama.com for dates and locations.

• The aggregate bag limit of 5 dark geese (Canada, White-

HUNTING LAND FOR SALE
BEN RICHARDSON

Agent, Land Specialist
Northeast Alabama
(256) 391-2107

BRODY THOMAS

Agent, Land Specialist
Eastern Alabama

(256) 591-0683

CHRIS MCCUNE

Agent, Land Specialist
West Central Alabama

(205) 331-8516

TODD EDWARDS

Agent, Land Specialist
Southwest Alabama

(251) 747-1346

NICK GIBBS

Agent, Land Specialist
Northwest Alabama

(256) 458-0741

CONTACT AN AGENT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BUYING
AND SELLING HUNTING, RANCH, FARM AND TIMBERLAND

w hi t e ta il pr ope rt ie s . com
Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC | dba Whitetail Properties | Nebraska & North Dakota DBA Whitetail Trophy Properties Real Estate LLC. | Lic. in IL, MO, IA, KS, KY, NE & OK - Dan Perez, Broker | Lic. in AR, CO, GA, MN,
ND, TN, SD & WI - Jeff Evans, Broker | Lic. in OH & PA - Kirk Gilbert, Broker | Lic. in NM & TX - Joey Bellington, Broker | Lic. in IN - John Boyken, Broker | Lic. in LA, MS, GA & AL - Sybil Stewart, Broker | Lic. in TN - Chris
Wakefield, Broker | Lic. in TN - Bobby Powers, Broker | Lic. in AR - Johnny Ball, Broker | Lic. in SC - Rick Elliot, Broker | Lic. in NC - Rich Baugh, Broker | Lic. in MI - Brandon Cropsey, Broker
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IT IS LEGAL TO HUNT DOVES ON, OVER, OR FROM...
• Lands or areas where seeds or grains have been
scattered solely as the result of normal agricultural
operations, which include normal agricultural
harvestings, normal agricultural post-harvest
manipulations, or normal agricultural practices.
• Lands planted by means of top-sowing or aerial
seeding where seeds have been scattered solely as
the result of a normal agricultural planting, a planting
for agricultural soil erosion control, or a planting for
post-mining land reclamation.
• Lands or areas where grain or feed has been
distributed or scattered solely as the result of the
manipulation of an agricultural crop or other feed on
the land where grown.
• Standing crops.
• Lands planted as wildlife food plots, provided
the seed is planted in a manner consistent with
Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension
Service recommendations for the planting of wildlife
food plots. In states without Cooperative Extension
Service recommendations for the planting of food
plots, the seed must be planted in accordance with
Extension Service guidelines for producing a crop.
• Lands planted as pasture improvements or for
the purpose of grazing livestock. (The Fish and
Wildlife Service will not make a distinction between
agricultural fields planted with the intent to gather a
crop and those planted without such intent provided
the planting is carried out in a manner consistent with
the recommendations of State Extension Specialists).
• Standing or manipulated natural vegetation.
• A blind or other place of concealment camouflaged
with natural vegetation.
For further clarification, see
www.fws.gov/le/huntfish/whatislegal.htm.
The Alabama Cooperative Extension System recommends planting dates for some top sown grains
between August 1 and November 30 depending on individual circumstances. For details see
www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/ANR-1467/ANR-1467-low.pdf.

TREE STAND SAFETY RECOMMENDATION
Falls from tree stands are the most common hunting
accidents. Serious injury or death are likely to occur
from such a fall. It is strongly recommended that no
one hunt from an elevated stand without using a full
body safety harness and haul line. Be sure to properly
attach the tether before climbing and remain attached
until you return safely to the ground. Never climb with
anything in your hands or on your back. If you think you
are high enough, you are. Do not climb any higher than
you feel comfortable.
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

NEED TO RENEW YOUR ALABAMA
HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE?
It’s now easier and faster to renew your license online.

Visit... www.outdooralabama.com/RENEW
All you will need is your
driver’s license, your
birthday and social
security number and
you will be on your
way to renewing your
license.

34

You will see a list
of your previous
licenses – select
the one to renew.

Make sure to verify
and update your
information as needed,
enter your payment
information and print
your license…You Are
Ready To Go!

www.outdooralabama.com

NUTRA GUARD

Available Exclusively from
Meeks’ Farms & Nursery, Inc.

NUTRA GUARD uses
encapsulated CRF
released as a function of
time/temperature

NUTRA GUARD plugs
are loaded with 12
essential elements

Unique and proprietary
blend of controlled
release fertilizers
incorporated into the
growing media

12-14 months release
cycle providing your
seedlings an important
jump start in the
transition from nursery
to newly planted forest

Get your seedlings off to a fast start.
Insist on NUTRA GUARD from Meeks Farms and Nursery, Inc.
Meeks’ Farms & Nursery, Inc.
Kite, GA
Sales 877.809.1737
Regional Sales:
Pensacola, FL
Holly Ridge, NC
Swainsboro, GA
850.572.3932
910.512.1743
478.455.0808

Sport Fishing & Hunting Laws and Regulations
INTRODUCTION

This publication is provided as a popular guide to Alabama hunting and sport fishing laws and regulations. The Code of Alabama
and the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Regulation Book are
the final authorities on laws and regulations relating to hunting and fishing and can be accessed online at outdooralabama.
com/season-and-bag-limits. Contact the Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries Division, District Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Offices or any Conservation Enforcement Officer if you have a legal
question not adequately covered in this booklet.

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES

To qualify for a resident hunting or fishing license, a person must
be a bona fide resident of Alabama for a minimum of 90 days
continuously immediately prior to purchasing any such license
or be a member of U.S. military stationed in Alabama. For the
purpose of buying hunting and fishing licenses, residency
is determined by the Driver’s License issuance. Resident and
nonresident annual hunting and fishing licenses are valid from
September 1 through August 31 each year. Successfully completing
an approved hunter education course is mandatory for all hunting

Renewing your Hunting and Fishing License has never
been easier. Visit www.outdooralabama.com/renew.

license buyers born on or after August 1, 1977, see page 46 for
exemptions. Licenses must be in possession while hunting or
fishing. A deer and turkey harvest record (either paper or app form)
must be in possession every time a person is hunting deer or turkey.
It is unlawful to utilize or possess more than one harvest record.
It is illegal to kill or cripple any species of game bird, game animal or game fish without making a reasonable effort to retrieve
same and include it in the daily bag or creel limit, except all game
fish not meeting legal length regulations, and protected species.
An individual should not trail or retrieve game on property they
do not have permission to enter. All game bags, hunting coats,
camping equipment, live boxes, automobiles and such used in
hunting and fishing will be open for inspection by officers of the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

BUYING LICENSES

Alabama hunting and fishing licenses are available in all sections
of the State from approximately 300 special license agents in many
sporting goods stores, marinas, and at all county courthouses.
Licenses may also be purchased by mailing completed applications,
proper payment and copy of driver’s license to Attn: License Sales,
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division, 64 N. Union St., Suite 567,
Montgomery, AL 36104. For application packet call (334) 242-3465
or e-mail dcnr.wfflicense@dcnr.alabama.gov or visit our website at
www.outdooralabama.com/alabama-license-information. It is illegal to willfully or knowingly make a false statement to a license
agent when purchasing a license. It is also illegal to lend, borrow,

AlabamaForeverWild.com

Bearing the Fruits of
Wise Decisions ...

Forever Wild Land Trust, Alabama’s land acquisition program,
LAND TRUST
Forever Wild. Forever Yours.

is now in its 25th year. The purpose
of this highly successful program
is to evaluate acquisition of land for
conservation and outdoor recreational
purposes including public hunting.

Forever Wild has delivered on what it was supposed to do. The program’s success is the result of the dedication of its board members,
the ongoing work of personnel within the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources who administer the program,
and the continued support of the public.

Forever Wild was developed largely in response to the loss of land
available to the public for hunting and outdoor recreation. Since its
inception, Forever Wild has protected over 250,000 acres, of which
86% contribute to 18 Wildlife Management Areas and Community
Hunting Areas.
As successful as Forever Wild has been in protecting unique habitats
and providing public recreation lands, this progress has allowed
Alabama simply to keep pace with the loss of other private-lease
lands enrolled in the state’s public hunting Wildlife Management Area
system. Overwhelming public support for the continuation of Forever
Wild’s funding to acquire additional conservation and recreational
land has preserved the legacy we will leave to future generations that
depend on Alabama’s heritage of public hunting lands.

To learn more about Forever Wild, visit www.alabamaforeverwild.com.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
Facebook.com/ALforeverwild

WHO NEEDS A LICENSE ?

Residency is determined by Driver's License State of Issuance.
YOU ARE...
AGE

RESIDENT
16–64

NONRESIDENT
16+
Purchase of nonresident license
required

HUNTING ON LAND
YOU OWN

No

FISHING FROM THE BANK
(PUBLIC WATERS) WITH
A HOOK & LINE IN THE
COUNTY YOU LIVE IN

No

N/A

MILITARY STATIONED
IN ALABAMA

Yes

Stationed in
Alabama
(30 days or more)
may purchase
resident license

MILITARY VISITING
ALABAMA

Home on leave —
No license required
(must have copy of
leave papers)

Purchase of
nonresident
license required

Check Your Harvest on
Game Check using
your Smartphone!
SCAN THE CODE
TO DOWNLOAD
THE APP!

sell, buy, rent or use another person’s license to hunt, fish or trap.
For the purpose of buying hunting and fishing licenses, residency is determined by the Driver’s License issuance. An Alabama
resident without an Alabama driver’s license must present proof of
residency to a probate judge or license commissioner to purchase
a license. (Excludes all persons with out-of-state driver's license).

MIGRATORY BIRD HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM

All licensed hunters who hunt doves, woodcock, rails, snipe,
coots, ducks, or geese in Alabama are required by Federal law
to obtain a Harvest Information Program (HIP) permit prior
to hunting. The HIP program provides improved data collection
on these species. This will allow hunting seasons for the various species to be set in an objective and efficient manner while
maintaining healthy populations. HIP permits are free and are
available wherever hunting licenses are sold. It takes a very
short time to provide the requested information. In exchange for
completing the HIP survey, you will receive proof of certification
which must be in your possession while hunting migratory birds.

GENERAL INFORMATION LICENSE FEES

Hunting Licenses: Required for residents 16 years of age and
under 65 years of age and nonresidents 16 years of age and older.
Residents on active military duty home on leave may hunt and
fish without licenses. (State and federal duck stamps are still
required when hunting migratory waterfowl. Management Area
License and Permit are required when hunting deer or turkey on
a wildlife management area.) See Hunter Education on page 46.

DUPLICATE HUNTER EDUCATION CARD
Do you need a duplicate Hunter Education Card?
You can now obtain a duplicate Hunter Education Card
online. Go to www.outdooralabama.com and click on the
hunting/hunter education link to print a duplicate Hunter
Education Card.
Please call the Hunter Education Office at (800) 245-2740
if you have questions, or if you are unable to print a
temporary card.
Licenses are available by calling the toll-free number
1-888-848-6887 and online at www.outdooralabama.com.
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

ATTENTION DEALERS:
Get your hands on the most high-quality,
affordable hunting stands on the market!

Rugged fiberglass stands made in Arkansas.
Waterproof. Foolproof. 100% satisfaction guarantee!
Call, click, or just drop by!
920 WEST HIGHWAY 89 • CABOT, AR
501-681-6629 • www.mylazymanstands.com
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License Descriptions & Fees—Hunting
RESIDENT HUNTING LICENSES: Valid: 9/1/17 – 8/31/18 (unless otherwise indicated)
CATEGORY

LICENSE
TYPE

DESCRIPTION/INFO

HUNTING LICENSE

Valid for all legal game, to include deer and turkey. Includes privileges of Wildlife Heritage License.
Valid for all legal game, except deer and turkey. Includes privileges of Wildlife
Heritage License.

50% PHYSICALLY DISABLED MILITARY
VETERAN'S APPRECIATION HUNTING LICENSE
100% PHYSICALLY DISABLED MILITARY
VETERAN'S APPRECIATION HUNTING LICENSE

State:
All Game*
State:
Small Game*
Annual All
Game (totally
disabled)
State:
All Game
State: All
Game

PHYSICALLY DISABLED MILITARY VETERAN'S
APPRECIATION 3-DAY HUNTING EVENT LICENSE

State:
All Game

GAME CHECK H. E.L.P. NUMBER

Annual

WILDLIFE HERITAGE LICENSE

Annual

** Hunter Education required if license buyer is born on or after August
1, 1977. Hunting license buyers have the option to hunt under the
'supervision required' status in lieu of passing the hunter education
course. (see page 46)

PHYSICALLY DISABLED HUNTING LICENSE

State

DUCK STAMPS

Federal

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA LICENSE

Annual

FUR CATCHERS LICENSE

Annual

COMMERCIAL FOWL
HUNTING PRESERVE LICENSE

7-Day

For more information on resident licenses, see the notes on page 36.

FEE

Present certification of permanent disability benefit to your local Probate/License
Commissioner Office for issuance. Includes privileges of Wildlife Heritage License.
Present certification by the U.S. Veterans Administration to be 50% or more disabled
to your local Probate/License Commissioner Office for issuance.
Present certification by the U.S. Veterans Administration to be 100% disabled to
your local Probate/License Commissioner Office for issuance.
Event must be sanctioned by DCNR Commissioner. Allows up to 10 US military
veterans, 50% or more disabled, to hunt on one event license. Must present
certification by the U.S. Veterans Administration.
H.E.L.P. License number to be used by resident and nonresident license exempt
hunter to record deer and turkey harvest. NOTE: NOT NEEDED IF PURCHASING
ANY OTHER ANNUAL RECREATIONAL PRIVILEGE.
Allows residents to fish in freshwater statewide with hook and line from the bank,
fish in WFF operated Public Fishing Lakes (daily lake permits required), hunt small
game, except waterfowl, on WFF WMA (WMA permit required), shoot on WFF
managed shooting ranges, and support wildlife. These privileges are also included
in all resident hunting and freshwater fishing licenses, including lifetime licenses.
—
Valid: 7/1/17 – 6/30/18. Available online at: https://store.usps.com/store/
browse/subcategory.jsp?categoryId=duck-stamps
Required for hunting big game (deer or turkey) and waterfowl on Management Areas, in addition to the appropriate hunting license and a Management Area Permit
(free). Shooting range users on Wildlife Management Areas are required to have a
valid hunting license, the Management Area License, or Wildlife Heritage License.
90 day resident proof required. Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
In lieu of a regular hunting license, a resident may purchase for $8.00, plus a $2.00 issuance fee, a 7-day commercial fowl hunting preserve license that allows that person
the privilege of h
 unting only artificially propagated or pen-raised fowl on a licensed
commercial fowl hunting preserve. Check with the hunting preserve for information.

$26.60
$17.70
$6.05
$13.85
$3.10
$131.65
N/C

$11.00
$11.00
$25.00
$17.70
$21.70
$10.00

WHERE
WOULD
YOU
RATHER
BE?
Help Fund Forest Education In Alabama

E
TREASUR
Alabama ssociation
A
st
re
Fo

T
S
E
FOR

Available at your local tag office. For more information, visit TREASUREforest.org or pros.mvtrip.alabama.gov to reserve yours today!
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NONRESIDENT HUNTING LICENSES

Valid: 9/1/17 – 8/31/18 (unless otherwise indicated)
CATEGORY

HUNTING
LICENSE
** Hunter Education
required if license
buyer is born on or
after August 1, 1977.
Hunting license
buyers have the
option to hunt under
the 'supervision
required' status in lieu
of passing the hunter
education course. (see
page 46)

LICENSE
TYPE

DESCRIPTION/INFO

All Game:
Annual

Valid for all legal game, to
include deer and turkey.
Valid for all legal game, to include deer and turkey. Valid
for 240 consecutive hours.
Valid for all legal game, to
include deer and turkey. Valid
for 72 consecutive hours.
Valid for all legal game,
except deer and turkey.
Valid for all legal game, except
deer and turkey. Valid for 240
consecutive hours.
Valid for all legal game, except
deer and turkey. Valid for 72
consecutive hours.
Event must be sanctioned
by DCNR Commissioner.
Allows up to 10 US military
veterans, 50% or more
disabled, to hunt on one
event license. Must present
certification by the U.S.
Veterans Administration.
H.E.L.P. License number to be
used by resident and nonresident license exempt hunter
to record deer and turkey
harvest. NOTE: NOT NEEDED
IF PURCHASING ANY OTHER
ANNUAL RECREATIONAL
PRIVILEGE.

All Game:
10-Day Trip
All Game:
3-Day Trip
Small Game:
Annual
Small Game:
10-Day Trip
Small Game:
3-Day Trip

PHYSICALLY
DISABLED
MILITARY
VETERAN'S
APPRECIATION
3-DAY HUNTING
EVENT LICENSE

State:
All Game

GAME CHECK
H.E.L.P.
NUMBER

Annual

FEE
$306.25
$189.20
$133.55
$100.05
$61.10
$44.35

$131.65

N/C

$11.00
—
Valid: 7/1/17 – 6/30/18.
Available online at: https://
DUCK STAMPS
Federal
$25.00
store.usps.com/store/
browse/subcategory.
jsp?categoryId=duck-stamps
Required for hunting on Management Areas, in addition to
the appropriate hunting license
WILDLIFE
and a Management Area Permit
(free). Shooting range users on
$17.70
MANAGEMENT
Annual
Wildlife Management Areas are
AREA LICENSE
required to have a valid hunting
license or the Management
Area License.
Same as nonresident
license in applicant’s
FUR CATCHERS
resident state, please call
Annual
Varies
LICENSE
334-242-3465.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
In lieu of a regular hunting
license, a nonresident may
purchase for $8.00, plus a
$2.00 issuance fee, a 7-day
commercial fowl hunting
COMMERCIAL
preserve license that allows
FOWL HUNTING
7-Day
that person the privilege
$10.00
PRESERVE
of hunting only artificially
LICENSE
propagated or pen-raised
fowl on a licensed commercial fowl hunting preserve.
Check with the hunting
preserve for information.
NOTE: Please see 'General Information for Hunting and Fishing Licenses' on
page 36.
State

For more information on all available licenses, how and
where to purchase your license and application packets, visit
www.outdooralabama.com/alabama-license-information.
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

DOUBLE J FENCING

GAME FENCE, LIVESTOCK FENCE
AND HOG EXCLUSION FENCE

Featuring

Call Justin Dyck

334-341-0126
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License Descriptions & Fees—Fishing
RESIDENT FISHING LICENSES: Valid: 9/1/17 – 8/31/18 (unless otherwise indicated)
CATEGORY

LICENSE TYPE

DESCRIPTION/INFO

SPORT FISHING
LICENSE

Freshwater:
Annual*
Saltwater:
Annual*
Saltwater:
7-Day Trip

Includes privileges of Wildlife
Required for residents 16 years of age and
Heritage License.
under 65 years of age who fish with rod and
reel, hook and line, or from a boat in public
—
waters. This license is not required to fish with
ordinary hook and line, only from bank in
Trip licenses are valid for 168
county of legal residence.
consecutive hours.
In lieu of a regular fishing license, a resident
may purchase to fish for 1 day at any WFF
Trip is valid for 1 day
Division owned State Lake. (Not valid in other
public reservoirs, lakes and rivers.)
Event must be sanctioned by DCNR. Allows
up to 20 physically disabled persons and their
—
assistant to fish on one event license. $5.00 for
each additional participant.
Present certification of permanent disability
Includes privileges of Wildlife
benefit to your local Probate/License
Heritage License.
Commissioner Office for issuance.
Present certification by the U.S. Veterans
Includes privileges of Wildlife
Administration to be 20% or more disabled
Heritage License.
to your local Probate/License Commissioner
Office for issuance.
Present certification of permanent disability
benefit to your local Probate/License
Commissioner Office for issuance.
12 month residency proof required.
Required for use of any commercial gear.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
Required to sell commercial or nongame fish
direct to the consumer.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

STATE LAKES DAILY
FISHING LICENSE
(SEE PAGE 62)

State Lakes Daily

PHYSICALLY DISABLED
FRESHWATER FISHING
3-DAY EVENT LICENSE

Freshwater Trip
Freshwater Annual
(totally disabled)

DISABLED FISHING
LICENSE

Veterans
Appreciation
(20% disabled)
Saltwater Annual
(totally disabled)
Annual

FRESHWATER
COMMERCIAL FISHING
LICENSE

FRESHWATER MUSSEL
LICENSE

Retail Freshwater Fish
Dealer
Wholesale
Freshwater
Fish Dealer

Required to sell commercial or nongame fish for resale.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
12 month residency proof required.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
12 month residency proof required.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18
Valid for fresh and saltwater. Must also have
appropriate sportfishing license.

Catcher
Dealer or Buyer

SPEAR FISHING
LICENSE

FEE

Annual

$13.30
$23.35
$9.80
$6.20

$100.00

$3.00

$3.10

$3.00
$100.00
$11.00
$26.00
$251.00
$101.00
$6.00

* Residents 64 years of age purchasing a hunting or fishing license are issued the license on a lifetime basis. Saltwater fishing license also required
when saltwater fishing by use of any artificial bait, fly, lure, gig, cast net, bow, crab trap (five or less) or spear.
Game fish may not be caught by any method other than ordinary hook and line, fly, troll, or spinner. The sale or purchase of game fish taken from public
water is prohibited by law in Alabama.
NOTE: Residents 65 years of age and over are exempt from buying freshwater and saltwater fishing licenses, hunting licenses, wildlife management
area license or state duck stamp (federal stamp required), p
 rovided said resident has on his person, while hunting or fishing, a driver’s license or proof of
permanent Alabama residence and age. If fishing in saltwater, residents 65 and over are required to register in the Saltwater Angler Registry each year.

RESIDENT LIFETIME LICENSES
LICENSE PRIVILEGE (BY AGE)

UNDER 2

2–11

12–49

50+

Freshwater Fishing License*
$168.05
$223.80
$279.55
$168.05
Hunting License*
$335.25
$446.70
$558.05
$335.25
Saltwater Fishing License
$279.55
$335.25
$390.95
$279.55
Hunting & Freshwater
$502.45
$558.05
$780.95
$502.45
Fishing License*
Hunting & Saltwater
$613.75
$780.95
$948.15
$613.75
Fishing License*
Freshwater & Saltwater
$446.70
$558.05
$669.55
$446.70
Fishing License*
Hunting, Freshwater &
$780.95
$892.40
$1,171.00
$780.95
Saltwater Fishing License*
Wildlife Heritage License
$223.80
$223.80
$223.80
$223.80
* Includes the privileges of the Wildlife Heritage License. For details, see page 38.
Also see Lifetime application form on page 68.
Lifetime fishing licenses purchased prior to April 1, 1992 include saltwater.
For Alabama residents 16 -18 years of age without a driver's license, please see application on page 68 or call (334) 242-3465 for further information.
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Freedom Marine ... your best catch on the water!

Phoenix Fishing Boats
#1 Phoenix dealer
in the nation

Hurricane
Boats
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Lowe Pontoons

one oF the toP lowe
dealers in the usa!

Thank you for making us #1!
● Free pickup and delivery for service and sales for Cullman customers!
● Top Power Pole dealer award winner
● Mercury Customer Satisfaction Award 3 years in a row!
● Best prices anywhere on Mercury outboards!
Ask About Our Freedom Service Appointment Guarantee — Done While You Wait!
US HWY 431 N, Guntersville, Across from Lowe’s

256-660-1703
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Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5 / Sat. 8-2

License Descriptions & Fees—Fishing
NONRESIDENT FISHING LICENSES: Valid: 9/1/17 – 8/31/18 (unless otherwise indicated)
CATEGORY

LICENSE TYPE

DESCRIPTION/INFO

Freshwater:
Annual

Freshwater:
7-Day Trip
SPORT FISHING
LICENSE

Required for nonresidents 16 years of
age and older.

Saltwater:
Annual

Daily
STATE LAKES DAILY
FISHING LICENSE
(SEE PAGE 62)
Annual

PHYSICALLY
DISABLED
FRESHWATER FISHING
3-DAY EVENT LICENSE

FRESHWATER
COMMERCIAL
FISHING LICENSE

$51.00

Trip licenses are valid for 168 consecutive hours.

$28.75

—

$49.95

Trip licenses are valid for 168 consecutive hours.

$27.70

Trip is valid for 1 day

$7.25

Expires August 31

$12.45

Trip is valid for 3 days

$28.75

Special fishing license fees may
apply to residents of Florida, Georgia,
Louisiana, Mississippi, & Tennessee.

In lieu of a regular fishing license, a
nonresident may purchase to fish at
any WFF Division owned State Lake.
Not valid in other public reservoirs,
lakes and rivers.

Freshwater Trip

Allows nonresidents to add up to 4
additional immediate family members
to their Sport Fishing License.

Freshwater Trip

Event must be sanctioned by DCNR.
Allows up to 20 physically disabled
persons and their assistant to fish
on one event license. $5.00 for each
additional participate.

—

$100.00

Freshwater
Commercial

Same as nonresident license in applicant’s
resident state, please call 334-242-3465.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

Varies

Retail Freshwater Fish
Dealer

Required to sell commercial or nongame fish
direct to the consumer.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

$11.00

Wholesale Freshwater Fish
Dealer

Required to sell commercial or nongame fish
for resale.
Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

$26.00

Catcher

Includes residents with less than 12 month
residency proof. Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

$751.00

Dealer or Buyer

Includes residents with less than 12 month
residency proof. Valid: 10/1/17 – 9/30/18

$301.00

FRESHWATER MUSSEL
LICENSE

SPEAR FISHING
LICENSE

—

Required in any public water
regardless of tackle used.

Saltwater:
7-Day Trip

FRESHWATER FISHING
FAMILY TRIP LICENSE

FEE

Annual

$8.50
Valid for fresh and saltwater. Must also have appropriate sportfishing license.

7-day trip

$3.50

NOTE: Please see 'General Information for Hunting and Fishing Licenses' on page 36.
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CHECK YOUR
HARVEST ON GAME
CHECK USING YOUR
SMART PHONE!

www.Drying123.com

DEHYDRATORS.

PRESERVE YOUR WILD GAME.
A variety of dehydrators to choose from.

MAKE DELICIOUS JERKY
Marinate, Dehydrate & Store

DEER
SALMON
BEEF
CHICKEN
ELK

scan the code to
download the app!

BUFFALO
FRUITS
VEGGIES
DOG TREATS
TRAIL MIX

JERKY GUNS

5 TRAY DEHYDRATORS

8

sq
ft
DRYING
SPACE

Need to Know
On the Go?
Alabama Hunting Regulations
are now available online through
your mobile devices!

Foreclosed Land
Deeply Discounted

9 TRAY DEHYDRATORS

15

sq
ft
DRYING
SPACE

Recreational and Residential land located in
FL, NC, TX, AR, NY, PA, WA, AZ, NV

888-758-5687
www.dfcland.com

10 TRAY DEHYDRATORS
DIGITAL
CONTROLS

Powered by

eRegulations.com
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

www.Drying123.com
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2017 Hunter Education

suantfineg THE CHOICE IS YOURS
Alabama Hunter Safety Certification

H

starts

Alabama’s hunter education program helps keep hunting safe and enjoyable. The program covers
the skills, regulations and responsibilities of hunting, and wildlife conservation that help to secure
our hunting heritage. If you were born on or after August 1, 1977, you must complete an approved
hunter education program before being eligible to hunt. Alabama has two hunter education
options: a traditional course with a written test or online courses. Don’t wait, start today!

ONLINE COURSES

The online courses feature the best hunting safety videos available, along
with interactive learning exercises and games, and comprehensive hunter
education content to provide you with the knowledge and skills necessary
to become a safe and responsible hunter. The internet course providers do
charge a fee for the online option.

With

Education

TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM COURSES
The Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division continues to offer
traditional classroom courses free of charge. A list of classes along with
more information about hunter education can be found on our website.

For a complete list of traditional classes visit www.outdooralabama.com

INTERESTED IN
BECOMING A HUNTER?
DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START?... DON’T KNOW WHERE TO GO?...
DON’T UNDERSTAND THE LAWS?... DON’T HAVE A MENTOR?...
There are many questions for people who have never been hunting or have
been away from hunting for a long time. Alabama’s Mentor Hunting Program
can help you answer the many questions you may have. Having a mentor to
help you start a lifelong passion for the outdoors is the first step. Contact the
Alabama Mentor Hunting Program and tell them to

“Take me hunting!”

Learn more about the mentor hunting program
by visiting OutdoorAlabama.com or contact
Justin Grider at justin.grider@dcnr.alabama.gov
or 205-339-5716.
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Sunrise & Sunset Times
CENTRAL STANDARD TIME

• Times in table are for Birmingham (downtown)
Location: WO86O49’,N33O32’
• Add one hour when on Daylight Savings Time
• PLEASE BE AWARE that sunrise/sunset times for other locations in the state—both
north to south and east to west—may vary by as much as ten minutes or more from
the times given in the table for downtown Birmingham. Times are specific to a given
location’s coordinates of longitude and latitude, as well as day-of-the-year.
• Legal hunting hours for deer are 30 minutes before sunrise until 30 minutes after sunset
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

RISE

SET

RISE

SET

RISE

SET

RISE

SET

RISE

SET

RISE

SET

DAY

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

1

0521

1812

0542

1731

0606

1655

0634

1639

0652

1650

0643

1719

2

0522

1811

0543

1730

0607

1654

0634

1639

0652

1651

0643

1720

3

0523

1810

0543

1729

0608

1653

0635

1639

0652

1652

0642

1721

4

0523

1808

0544

1727

0609

1652

0636

1639

0652

1653

0641

1722

5

0524

1807

0545

1726

0610

1651

0637

1639

0652

1654

0640

1723

6

0525

1806

0545

1725

0611

1651

0638

1639

0652

1654

0640

1723

7

0525

1804

0546

1723

0612

1650

0639

1639

0652
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0617
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1701
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1648

0645

1716

—

—

30

0541

1733
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—
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DATA from the Astronomical Applications Dept. of the U.S. Naval Observatory in Washington, D.C.
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MEAT PROCESSING.

PRESERVE YOUR WILD GAME.
Prep with our new line of products.

TOOLS THAT MAKE

THE JOB EASIER

Grinders
Slicers

Mixers
Stuffers

MEAT GRINDERS

#8, #12,
#22, #32
HUBS
available.

MEAT SLICERS

7.5” to 12”
blade sizes
available.

MEAT MIXERS

4.2 gallon
and
7 gallon
mixers.

SAUSAGE STUFFERS
Crank out
perfect sausages,
hot links, kielbasa,
hot dogs,bratwurst
and more!
3 sizes available.

www.Drying123.com
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Hunting Laws, Regulations & Information
50 YARD RESTRICTION
FROM A PUBLIC ROAD

You may not hunt or discharge a firearm
within 50 yards of the right-of-way of any
public road, highway, or railroad with a
centerfire rifle, a shotgun using slugs or shot
larger than number four (4) shot or a muzzle
loading rifle .40 caliber or larger. This law
significantly impacts deer hunters. It is illegal to take any action to harvest a deer within
the 50 yard restricted area with a weapon
or shot listed above. The law was passed by
the State Legislature to address safety issues.

WHO NEEDS HUNTER EDUCATION?

All license buyers (16 or older) born after
August 1, 1977 must successfully complete
an approved hunter education course. Exceptions include, APOST certified law enforcement officers employed in the state,
active duty U.S. Military personnel and
Alabama residents who are active members
of the AL National Guard.
There are two ways to obtain your hunter
education class; an in person class, also
called a traditional class, or an all online
option. The in person hunter education
course is free; whereas, the internet course
providers charge a fee. 100% of the fee goes

to the course provider to pay for the cost
of providing and maintaining the online
course. Students taking hunter education
must be ten years of age or older.
For those born after August 1, 1977 and
have yet to complete an approved hunter
education course but would still like to
hunt, there is the option of purchasing a
“Supervision Required” hunting license.
This license requires the hunter to be under
the direct supervision of a properly licensed
adult hunter while in the field. Hunters under supervision MUST be under normal
voice control, not to exceed 30 feet away
from a properly licensed hunter 21 years of
age or older. Under no circumstance shall
the supervising person be the holder of a
“supervision required” license
A list of classes along with more information about hunter education can be found
on our website www.outdooralabama.com/
hunter-education-alabama

HUNTING DEFINED

Hunting includes pursuing, shooting, killing, capturing and trapping wild animals,
wild birds, and all lesser acts, such as disturbing, harrying or worrying, or placing,
setting, drawing or using any device used to

Looking for rural
real estate financing?

Part of the Farm Credit System
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take wild animals, wild birds, whether they
result in taking or not, and includes every act
of assistance to any person in taking or attempting to take wild animals or wild birds.

HUNTING PERMISSION REQUIREMENT

It is illegal to hunt, trap, capture, injure,
kill or destroy any wild game on another
person’s land without having in possession
the written permission of the landowner
or person in control of such land, unless
accompanied by the landowner or unless
a guest of the landowner.

HUNTING LANDS

Land is divided into two categories:
• Private owned and leased land is defined as that which is not open to the
general public.
• Open permit-public land is defined as
governmentally owned land open for
public hunting and/or lands made available to the public on an i ndividual basis
whether for a fee or not. Examples of such
lands would be U.S. Forest Service Lands
and lands owned by lumber or utility
companies available for use by hunters
either through free permits, fee permits
or no permit requirement.

We are specialists in financing:
• Timberland
• Farmland
• Recreational property
• Country homes and homesites
• Farm operating expenses
• Equipment
• Agribusiness operations

Serving south Alabama

Serving north Alabama

AlabamaAgCredit.com
800-579-5471

AlabamaFarmCredit.com
877-681-6087
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Hunting Laws, Regulations & Information
LEGAL HUNTING HOURS

Legal hunting hours for resident game birds
www.Drying123.com
and game animals including deer during
open season are daylight hours (defined as
beginning 30 minutes before sunrise until
30 minutes after
sunset)
Migratory
PRESERVE
YOUR
WILDonly.
GAME.
game
waterfowl
as specified for
Prepbirds
with and
our new
line ofare
products.
each species. Game animals may be hunted
in open season during daylight hours only,
TOOLS
THATforMAKE
except
as specified
fox, raccoon, opossum, feral
THEswine,
JOB bullfrog,
EASIERpig frog and alligatorGrinders
under seasons.Mixers
Certain restrictions
apply Slicers
for running dogsStuffers
during spring turkey
season (see individual species).

MEAT PROCESSING.

MEAT GRINDERS
HUNTER ORANGE
REQUIREMENT
FOR HUNTING

During dates and in areas open
by regula#8, #12,
tion to gun deer season, including
#22, #32 youth
HUBS
deer season and muzzleloader
deer season,
available.
all persons hunting any wildlife species,
except foxes, raccoons, and opossums
during legal nighttime hours or turkey
or migratory birds (including crows), are
required to wear an outer garment above
the waist with a minimum of 144 square
MEATorange
SLICERS or either a full-size
inches of hunter
hunter orange hat or cap. Hunters are not
required to wear hunter orange when hunt7.5” to 12”
ing from a stand e levated twelve
(12) feet or
blade sizes
more from the ground, whenavailable.
hunting in an
enclosed box stand, when t raveling in an
enclosed vehicle, or when traveling on foot
no more than twenty (20) feet directly between an operating enclosed vehicle and a
stand where the hunter is exempt from the
MEAT
MIXERS
hunter orange
requirement.
The hunter orange must be worn when traveling on foot
between an operating enclosed vehicle and
exempt stand when the distance is more
4.2 gallon
than a direct distance of twenty
(20) feet. A
and
small logo and/or printing is 7permitted
on
gallon
mixers.
the front of hunter orange caps;
otherwise,
hunter orange must be of solid color and
visible from any angle. Only hunter orange,
commonly called blaze orange or ten-mile
cloth, etc., is legal. The various shades of
red, as well
as camo-orange, are not legal.
SAUSAGE STUFFERS

WATERFOWL HUNTING

Crank out

bit, swamp rabbit, raccoon, squirrel,nutria,
mountain lion (cougar), red wolf, groundwww.Drying123.com
hog, bobcat, feral swine (wild hog) and alligator. See Protected Species below.

JERKY MAKING.

GAME
BIRDS YOUR WILD GAME.
PRESERVE

The Professional
following are
designated
as game
products
for home
use. birds
in Alabama:
• Resident species: bobwhite quail, ruffed
PROCESS.
grouse, wildPREPARE.
turkey. PRESERVE.
All the tools species:
you need from
Excalibur.
• Migratory
wild
duck, wild
goose,Jerky
brant,
coot, common
Gunsrail, sora,
Grinders
snipe,Dehydrators
woodcock, mourning
Stuffers dove, purple gallinule,
common
moorhen and
Slicers
Vacuum
merganser.
Tenderizers
Sealers

www.Drying123.com

THE TOTAL SOLUTION.
PRESERVE YOUR WILD GAME.
For the Outdoorsman / Hunter.

Products to preserve
your hard-earned game!
DEHYDRATORS

PROTECTED
SPECIES
JERKY GUNS
& SEASONING PACKS

All birds except English sparrows, crows,
collared doves, starlings and blackbirds
(except rusty) are protected by state law.
Game birds and game animals may only
be taken during open season for hunting.
There is no open season in Alabama for
bear, mountain lion (cougar) and ruffed
grouse. Other wildlife species are protected
DEHYDRATORS
by the nongame
species regulation.

FURBEARING ANIMALS

MEAT PREPARATION AND PROCESSING

JERKY MAKING

The following are designated as furbearing animals in Alabama: beaver, bobcat, fox, mink,
muskrat, nutria, opossum, otter, raccoon,
striped skunk, coyote and feral swine.
MEAT SLICERS

ARCHERY AND SPEAR
SPECIFICATIONS FOR HUNTING

Legal bows for hunting is defined as either
a longbow, recurve bow, compound bow
or crossbow. Longbows, recurve bows and
compound bows must have a minimum
peak tension of 30 lbs. Crossbows must
SAUSAGE
STUFFERS
have a minimum
peak
tension of 85 lbs at
normal draw length. Arrows or bolts shall be
equipped with broadhead having two sharpened edges and minimum cutting diameter
of 7/8 inches. Attachments to the bow which
project visible light are prohibited.

RUNNING DOGS

Deer may be run with dogs during the
closed season only from October 1 to the
opening
of gun deer season in those counGRINDERS, JERKY SLICERS & TENDERIZERS
ties/regions having an open dog deer season. Squirrel and rabbit may be run during
closed season by licensed hunters (no guns).
No running of dogs during daytime or after
3:00 am in areas open to turkey hunting.

perfect sausages,
Refer to the Alabama Waterfowl
Hunting
hot links, kielbasa,
Guide and the Wildlife &hotFreshwater
dogs,bratwurst Fishmore!
eries Regulation Book, asand
well
as federal
3 sizes
available.
regulations, for details on waterfowl hunting requirements and seasons. A September
teal and goose season has been scheduled.
See seasons and bag limits section for information.
SALE OF GAME BIRDS & GAME ANIMALS
It is illegal in Alabama to sell any game
GAME ANIMALS
bird or game animal or any part of the aniThe following are designated as game mal, except lawfully taken deer hides, deer
animals
in Alabama: bear, beaver, coyote, hooves and
squirrel skins, hides and tails.
www.Drying123.com
www.Drying123.com
deer, fox, opossum, eastern cottontail rab- Finished product items such as gloves, shoes,
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FROM THE GARDEN

GADGETS, SLICE & DICE

TABLES AND SINKS

VACUUM SEALERS
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Hunting Laws, Regulations & Information
clothing, jewelry, tanned deer hides and ALABAMA’S HUNTING & FISHING TRAIL
similar products may be sold. Exceptions FOR PEOPLE WITH PHYSICAL DISABILITIES
also apply to certain animals classified as Alabama has a statewide network of huntboth game animal and furbearing animal. ing, fishing, and shooting sites for people
with physical disabilities. There are no reLIVE DEER AND ELK MAY NOT BE
quirements to preregister to use the fishing
and shooting facilities but those using the
IMPORTED INTO ALABAMA
It is illegal to import any live member of hunting sites (see below) must be approved
the deer family (Cervidae) including deer, in advance i ncluding certification that they
elk, c aribou, moose, etc. This is our best meet disability guidelines. Users must be
defense against diseases that could devastate properly licensed and abide by all laws and
Alabama’s deer herd. Recognizing the serious regulations. Call (334) 242-3469 for addithreat that the illegal transportation of live tional information.
Cervidae into Alabama poses, the Alabama
legislature increased the maximum fine for WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS
each violation to $5000. Should you become The Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Diviaware of any live deer being transported sion manages 33 WMAs to provide public
within Alabama, it is important to notify hunting opportunities. Consult the Managethe Division at (800) 272-4263 immediately. ment Area Season Leaflet and the Wildlife
It is also prohibited to import deer carcasses & Freshwater Fisheries Regulation Book or
from CWD states and territories unless all www.outdooralabama.com for hunting dates
meat and antlers have been cleaned of spinal and regulations governing hunting on these
cord and brain tissue.
areas. Before hunting, hunters are required
Alabama’s deer herd is an extremely im- to have proper hunting licenses and manageportant segment of our wildlife resources. ment area permits.
The white-tailed deer is the most popular
In addition, WMA hunters must also
game animal from both a recreational and possess the management area license.
economic viewpoint. This herd, through Shooting range users on WMAs are reproper management, has the potential to quired to have a valid hunting license, manproduce high quality deer. It is extremely agement area license or wildlife heritage
important that this herd receives protec- license (residents only). For locations, see
tion from sources that could cause harm. map on page 62.
This is one reason it is illegal to import deer
from outside Alabama. Any time a deer is DESIGNATED AREAS FOR PHYSICALLY
moved, all its bacteria, viruses, diseases DISABLED HUNTERS
and parasites such as worms and ticks Specific areas are reserved primarily for
go along. Provisions such as “health cer- use by physically disabled hunters. These
tificates” do not ensure that animals are areas are open to deer hunting on desigdisease free. Diseases of concern to our nated days during gun deer season. To hunt
deer populations are unlikely to move these areas, hunters must possess proper
into Alabama unless they come here with hunting license, certificate of qualification
infected deer. This risk of disease transmis- and reserve hunting dates in advance. Apsion to our native herd is too great. Recent plication forms and information on these
outbreaks of both chronic wasting disease, designated areas are available from the
commonly referred to as CWD, and bovine Wildlife Section, Alabama Department of
tuberculosis in other parts of the country Conservation and Natural Resources, 64
demonstrate the wisdom of that ban. Many N. Union St., Suite 584, Montgomery, AL
other states have recently banned or are 36104, (334) 242-3469.
in the process of banning the importation
of deer.
SPECIAL YOUTH HUNTS
Youth who have not yet reached their
REPORT BANDS
sixteenth birthday have the opportunity
To properly manage migratory birds, biolo- to participate in special hunts. The spegists must know migration patterns, harvest cial deer hunt is scheduled for the Friday,
and survival rates, and ecological pro- Saturday, Sunday and Monday before the
cesses. Reporting banded bird recoveries opening of gun season. Each youth or
will help p
 rovide the needed information. youth hunting party (maximum of 2 youth)
All band reports are very important. Call must be accompanied by a non-hunting,
(800)327-BAND(2263)toreportarecoveryoremail properly-licensed adult 21 years of age or
bandreports@patuxent.usgs.gov. Your help older, or the parent of the youth, and wear
will greatly benefit migratory birds.
hunter orange (adult must also).
The opportunity for youth to hunt turkey
is offered the Saturday and Sunday prior to
48

the regular spring season opening days. The
same regulations apply as for the youth deer
hunt, except hunter orange does not have
to be worn while hunting turkey.
A special youth waterfowl hunt is offered
statewide. The Alabama Waterfowl Hunting
Guide should be referred to for rules and
regulations.
Those interested in any of these special
youth hunts should contact the Wildlife &
Freshwater Fisheries Division’s Wildlife
Section at (334) 242-3469 for more details.

YOUTH DOVE HUNTS

Fields located throughout Alabama will offer exclusive youth dove hunts on selected
Saturday afternoons beginning on the
opening date. To participate, an adult (21
years of age or older or the youth’s parent)
must be accompanied by youth(s) less than
16 years old. These hunts are designed to
maximize youth p
 articipation and foster
mentoring by the adults. Information advertising the various hunts can be attained
by calling the nearest district office (see
page 2) or at www.outdooralabama.com.

SHOOTING RANGES

The Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division recognizes the increased need for public facilities where individuals can safely
discharge firearms. The Division operates
and maintains shooting ranges open to the
public on Barbour, Black Warrior, William
R. Ireland, Sr.-Cahaba River, Choccolocco,
Conecuh National Forest, Coosa, Freedom
Hills, Sam R. Murphy, Oakmulgee, Swan
Creek, James D. Martin-Skyline, and Upper
Delta Wildlife Management Areas, Etowah
Public Shooting Range (Gadsden) and
Marengo Public Shooting Range (Linden).
Most ranges offer shooting opportunities
from 25 to 100 yards. Ranges are constructed with r evenue from the sale of hunting licenses, ammunition and matching Federal
Aid Funds and are utilized by recreational
shooters, competitive shooters, hunters and
other shooting enthusiasts.
Follow all firearms safety and handling
rules while utilizing public shooting ranges.
For more information on shooting ranges,
please call the area wildlife biologist or the
Hunter Education Office at (334) 242-3620.
A WMA License, hunting license, or wildlife heritage license is required to use the
shooting ranges.

ALWAYS WEAR A FULL BODY HARNESS

Falling from treestands is the leading cause
of injuries to hunters in Alabama. Injuries
from treestand accidents could be minimized or p
 revented by wearing a full body
harness. Alabama regulations now require
www.outdooralabama.com

Hunting Laws, Regulations & Information
all hunters utilizing a treestand on wildlife management areas to wear a full body
harness.
Always use a pull-up rope to pull
equipment from the ground to your treestand. Never carry a gun, bow, or other
equipment while climbing up or down a
tree. Always pull guns up to your treestand
unloaded. The use of portable treestands is
highly recommended. Never erect permanent stands without landowner permission.

DEER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Alabama Cooperative Deer Manage
ment Assistance Program (DMP) was developed in 1984 to assist those who wish to
intensify deer management on their lands.
Over 100 landownerships and hunting
clubs covering more than 200,000 acres
are enrolled as DMP c ooperators. Wildlife
biologists are assigned to help cooperators
develop deer management plans and harvest strategies. Conservation Enforcement
Officers assist with legal aspects of the program. Cooperators collect biological information from deer taken on their lands each
year. Analysis of the data results in a status
report and deer management recommendations which are provided to each cooperator before the following hunting season.
For more information, contact the nearest
Wildlife Section district office (page 2).

tion. The Forever Wild Program will allow
a steady acquisition effort to build a public
land base to meet the needs of Alabama
citizens and provide natural resource protection and management to accommodate
hunters, hikers, campers and other outdoor
recreationists. For further information, contact the Lands Division at (334) 242-3484
(see page 36).

NONGAME WILDLIFE PROGRAM

Since 1984, the Nongame Wildlife Program
has been charged with the conservation of
the nongame animals of this state—animals
that are neither caught, hunted nor trapped.
With over 900 nongame vertebrate species of
animals native to this state, as well as thousands more invertebrates such as butterflies,
crayfish, mussels and snails, this is a formidable task indeed. Funding for the Nongame
Wildlife Program does not include any state
general funds—not a penny of taxpayer dollars. Conservationists support the program
through the nongame checkoff on state tax
returns, direct donations, and from hunting
license and wildlife heritage license fees.

THIS IS
YOUR
PASSION.
Pursue a career in
Forestry, Wildlife
Sciences, or Natural
Resources Management.
Visit auburn.edu/sfws.

THIS IS AUBURN.

FOREVER WILD PROGRAM

The Forever Wild Program was adopted
by Alabama voters in November 1992 to
set aside land for permanent state ownership using a portion of the interest earned
on profits from the sale of offshore natural
gas. The land, to be used for hunting, fishing, camping, outdoor r ecreation, natural
resource protection and research and preservation of unique sites, will be acquired
from willing sellers at no taxpayer cost and
will belong to you, the public.
The 15-member Forever Wild Board reviews all nominated tracts for purchase and
establishes a priority purchase authoriza-

HUNTER SAFETY RECOMMENDATION

Many hunters travel to and from their hunting area, tree stand, or blind just
before dawn and after dusk. It is recommended that hunters use a small pen light
while traveling to and from their stands or hunting area. A small red flashing light
can be purchased that pins to a hat or other visible area. Use of a small light will
help with the problem of identification of hunters during low light condition. This
recommendation does not legalize the use of lights to hunt game animals.

Legal hunting hours for deer are 30 minutes before sunrise until 30
minutes after sunset
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Prohibited Methods Of Hunting
The following are prohibited methods of hunting in the State of Alabama as condensed from the laws and regulations. Consult the Alabama
Game, Fish and Wildlife Law Book and the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Regulation Book for the entire law or r egulation.
It is ILLEGAL to:
1. Fail to report all deer and turkey harvested on your harvest
record (either paper or app form) and in Game Check.
2. Hunt any game animal which does not exhibit wild characteristics or under conditions where animals do not have
opportunity for escape.
3. Hunt any exotic game such as wild goat, wild sheep, deer other
than whitetail or fallow or elk except those certified prior to
2006.
4. Hunt deer or turkey without a deer or turkey harvest record (either paper or app form) and in his/her possession or move any
deer or turkey before recording kill on harvest record. See page 16.
5. Hunt any area where baiting/feeding has occurred until 10
days after all bait/feed has been removed or consumed. See
page 25 for Area Definition.
6. Hunt any game animal or bird with a gun or bow and arrow
except during daylight hours, with the exception of those species with legal night time seasons.

16. Use gasoline or other noxious chemical to drive wildlife from
their burrows, dens or retreats.
17. Kill unantlered deer except during unantlered deer seasons as
set by the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division.
18. Hunt with dogs during day time or after 3:00 a.m. during
spring turkey season.
19. Take or attempt to take or have in possession more than the
daily bag limit of any game bird or animal.
20. Import, possess, sell or offer to sell live: any species of mongoose, any species of wild rabbit or hare and any deer, raccoon, fox, skunk, coyote, wild turkey, wild rodents and any
wild goat, sheep, antelope or other exotic game from any
area outside of Alabama. (Also, see Sale of Game Birds and
Game Animals, page 47) or any fish from the genus Clarias,
Serrasalmus or Mylopharyngodon.
21. Release any tame or wild turkey into any of the wild areas of
the state.

7. Shoot or hunt a turkey from an elevated treestand with a firearm. All other legal game animals and birds may be taken
with a bow and arrow or firearm from an elevated treestand.

22. Utilize firearms for hunting deer during the preliminary archery only season, except handguns may be possessed for
personal protection.

8. Take a deer, whether dead or alive, from the waters of this State.

23. Hunt using laser sights, attachments and light sources to project a beam forward of a gun or bow, except for legally blind
hunters.

9. Use live decoys for migratory birds and turkey.
10. Use electronic dove, turkey or waterfowl calls. Electronic
calls may be used to call predators during daylight hours only
during open hunting season for that species.
11. Hunt by the aid of fire or smoke, whether man-made or natural.
12. Hunt resident birds or animals on any floodwaters or backwaters, or islands less than 40 acres created by such.
13. Hunt or discharge a firearm from, upon or across any public
road or railroad, or the right-of-way of any public road or railroad. You may not hunt or discharge a firearm within 50 yards of
the right-of-way of any public road, highway, or railroad with a
centerfire rifle, a shotgun using slugs or shot larger than number
four (4) shot or a muzzle loading rifle .40 or larger.
14. Willfully throw or cast the rays of a spotlight, headlight or
artificial light from any motor vehicle while the vehicle is on
any highway or public road and casting said light on any real
property, between the hours of sunset and sunrise.
15. Concentrate, drive, rally, molest, hunt, take, capture or kill
any bird or animal from or by the aid of any automobile, ATV,
airplane, train, motor boat, sailboat or any other type mechanically propelled device. Persons may hunt from a floating craft or
motor vehicle once the motor is shut off and all forward motion
has ceased. It is not legal to hunt from a vehicle on a public road.
50

24. Hunt or take wildlife using poison, explosives or c hemicals to
include deer blocks, molasses blocks, mineral blocks, chemical
licks, and similar products. Deer may be hunted over plain salt
licks containing no other minerals or chemicals.
25. Have in possession or keep in captivity any protected live wild
bird or wild animal.
26. Trail wounded game onto property where the hunter does not
have permission to enter.
27. Possess live feral pig or release any live feral or domestic pig or
hog captured by trap or dog.
28. Hunt within 100 yards of any dwelling without the permission
of the owner or lessee or discharge a firearm while hunting
so that any projectile strikes any dwelling or building used
for human occupation, or any commercial vessel, without the
permission of the owner or lessee. This does not apply to a
landowner or member of his/her immediate family hunting
on his/her own property provided that no projectile strikes
the above property of another without the permission of the
owner or lessee.
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BURN SAFELY

All-New DR® CHIPPERS
Larger Capacity, Lower Prices!

with the
Stainless Steel

Portable
BurnCage

™

2016
MODELS!

NOW
Starting
at just

STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION
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PERFECT FOR:

ALABAMA'S TURKEY
RESEARCH
EFFORTS
Over the past ten years, perceived declines
in turkey populations across the southeast
have caused concerns among both hunters and agencies tasked with managing
the species. However, little or no scientific
data exists to substantiate the decline in
populations. In response, the Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries Division (WFF) partnered with the Alabama Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife Research Unit (ALCU) at Auburn University to begin the largest, most
comprehensive Wild Turkey (Meleagris
gallopavo; hereafter turkey) research project conducted in Alabama in over 30 years.
The overall goal of the turkey research
project is to develop decision tools to inform science-based management of turkey populations in Alabama. In 2014, with
aid from ALCU, the newly formed WFF
Turkey Committee completed a prototype
decision tool. The developed tool is used to
evaluate impacts of different bag limits and
season frameworks on turkey populations.
The tool focuses on bag limits and season
framework because outside of management
on Wildlife Management Areas (WMA)
and advice provided to landowners, the
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only means a state agency has to manage
turkey populations statewide is through
season and harvest regulations.
The foundation of the decision tool is a
population model that predicts impacts of
different management regulations on turkey populations using the density of gobblers in spring (males > 1 yr old) and productivity in fall (poult:hen ratio) as inputs.
The model’s predicted outputs of population size (i.e. density), age structure, and
sex ratio are used to determine the harvest
regulation that would balance the highest regional gobbler densities and largest
bag limits that can be sustained perpetually. However, the population predictive
model is only as good as the information
it is based on and recent productivity and
survival rates for Alabama turkey populations are unavailable. At current, the prototype’s population model is based on vital
rates (productivity and survival rates) estimated from research projects in Louisiana,
Mississippi, Virginia, and Alabama. The
most recent relevant research in Alabama
was conducted prior to the mid-1990s and
based on relatively small sample sizes. The
WFF Turkey Committee agreed that new
research to determine survival and productivity rates that dictate abundance, sex
ratios, and age ratios of turkey populations
in Alabama was needed for the prototype
decision tool.
In January 2015, a long-term field research project was initiated to collect data
on population structure (age and sex ratios), density, and vital rates (productivity, survival and harvest rates) of turkey
in Alabama. The field research duration
spans for a five year period and is being
conducted across three separate study areas that represent dominate turkey habitats across the state. The study areas are
the hardwood forests in and around J.D.
Martin Skyline WMA in Jackson County,
the longleaf pines and hardwood drains in
and around Oakmulgee WMA in Hale and

Bibb Counties, and the short-rotation pines
and hardwood bottoms in and around Barbour WMA. The primary objectives of the
field research component are to examine
regional age-specific survival and recruitment rates of turkey; determine effects of
ecoregion, land use, and population density
on turkey productivity; investigate regional
age- and sex- specific variation in harvest
and other mortality rates of turkey; investigate annual and season variation in regional vital rates; develop and validate operational monitoring procedures; examine
movements and habitat use of adult females
during nesting and brood rearing.
Since January of 2015, over 210 turkeys
have been captured, banded, and tagged
with a VHF/GPS transmitter. These tagged
birds are monitored for survival and productivity. Every two weeks attempts are
made to locate each tagged turkey to determine whether it is still alive. In August,
tagged hens are tracked and number of
poults produced by each hen is counted.
In spring, band returns are assessed to
determine harvest rates of males. On each
study area, camera surveys have been conducted prior to and following the spring
turkey hunting season. To date, approximately 500,000 images have been analyzed
to determine population densities and sex
and age ratios. By fall 2017, data from the
field research will be analyzed and resulting vital rates will be used to update the
population model within the prototype
decision tool.
The next phase of the turkey research
project will focus on small scale experimental tests using the prototype to make
season and bag limit decisions. Turkey
hunters that utilize the Division’s WMAs
will begin to see delayed opening dates on
several WMAs including, J.D. Martin Skyline, Oakmulgee, Barbour, Lowndes, Choccolocco, and Perdido. Although change is
not often welcomed, these experimental
tests provide an opportunity to use the
tool on a small operational scale and then
monitor the response of turkey populations
from implementing those regulations. Experimental test results can then be used to
evaluate any unexpected outcomes with
model predicted outputs.
You can get more information about
the turkey research project, on the project
website at www.turkeyres.org and www.out
dooralabama.com/wild-turkey. This project
is funded by WFF with Federal Aid funds
from the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program (Pittman-Robertson), Auburn University, Alabama Chapter of the
National Wild Turkey Federation, and U.S.
Geological Survey.
www.outdooralabama.com
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IN NORTH ALABAMA?
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Eastern Hellbender
Cryptobranchus alleganiensis alleganiensis

The Alabama Nongame Wildlife
Program is looking for sightings
of the Eastern Hellbender.
Learn more about the hellbender here: outdooralabama.com/hellbender

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

Facts:
■

The largest salamander
in Alabama. Up to 30 inches.

■

Not aggressive or poisonous.

■

Has a lifespan up to 30 years.

■

Protected by state regulation.

Ways to report:
■

Email photographs with
GPS latitude/longitude
coordinates (smartphone
photos are automatically
tagged with this information)
to Ericha.Shelton-Nix@dcnr.
alabama.gov
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ALABAMA HUNTERS

HELPING THE HUNGRY
The Hunters Helping the Hungry program provides
a way for Alabama hunters to give ground venison
to needy families and individuals.

Since the program’s beginning in 1999 hundreds of thousands of
pounds of ground venison have been donated to Alabama Food
Banks across the state.
Alabama’s abundant deer population, generous bag limits, and
long hunting season combine to allow Alabama hunters to stock
their freezers and share their game with the needy.
Donated deer meat is processed into ground venison, packaged
and frozen, ready to be distributed to the food bank. There is no
charge to the hunter for processing the deer. Many processors
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throughout the state are participating in the program and more
are being added to the list each season. Ask your local deer processor if they are participating in the program.
Donating food to the needy is just one of the many ways hunters help this state. We encourage all Alabama deer hunters to
participate. Hunters who know of local processors not participating in the Hunters Helping the Hungry program are asked to
encourage their processors to become involved.
It’s not too late to be included in the program. Call (334)
242-3467 for more information or to sign on as a participating
processor.
Anyone wishing to make a donation to help fund this program
may send a check or money order to the Alabama Conservation
and Natural Resources Foundation, P.O. Box 140, Montgomery, AL 36101-0140. Hunters Helping the Hungry should be
noted on the check.

www.outdooralabama.com

SAVE TODAY
ADVENTURE TOMORROW
At GEICO, great rates and outstanding
coverage doesn’t stop with your car.
Whether you drive a motorcycle, boat or RV,
we could help you save money on more than just
car insurance.
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Fishing Regulations & Information
SEASONS

All public streams, lakes and ponds are open to fishing throughout
the year except some state-owned and managed public fi
 shing lakes.

PRIVATE LANDS AND WATERS

It is illegal to fish in public waters on or from posted private land
without the owner’s permission. It is illegal to fish in private
waters without permission from the owners.

MEANS OF CATCHING GAME FISH

It is illegal to take, catch or kill, or attempt to take, catch or kill
any game fish by any means other than ordinary hook and line,
artificial lure, live bait, troll or spinner in any of the public waters
of this State. It is u
 nlawful to use electrical devices, explosives,
poisons or firearms to take fish of any species from these waters.

GAME FISH

The following shall be named and designated as game fish in
Alabama: rainbow trout, all members of the sunfish family to include: largemouth, smallmouth, spotted, shoal, and those species
formerly known as “redeye” bass, which are now known separately
as Coosa, Warrior, Cahaba, Tallapoosa, and Chattahoochee bass,
based on their respective drainages and the Alabama bass which
was formerly known as spotted bass in the Mobile drainage; those
fish commonly referred to as bream which include rock bass, flier,
shadow bass, warmouth, redbreast, bluegill, longear, and redear
(shellcracker); black and white crappie; all members of the temperate bass family to include: saltwater striped, white, and yellow
bass and any hybrids thereof; all members of the pike family to
include chain, redfin, and grass pickerel; the following members
of the perch family: sauger (jack), walleye, and yellow perch.

THE BASS ANGLERS INFORMATION TEAM (BAIT) PROGRAM

BAIT is a voluntary partnership between bass clubs and the Alabama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries (ADWFF).
The program summarizes information on bass fishing and is
used by ADWFF fisheries biologists, in combination with their
reservoir surveys, as the basis for fisheries management decisions.
BAIT data allows biologists to identify trends in bass populations
and helps them better understand the mechanisms that influence
them. This data may also be used by participating bass clubs to
select tournament locations.
Following a tournament, a club member fills out a data form
that provides details regarding the tournament format, the
number of participants, and the numbers and weight of bass
weighed-in. The results are then compiled and analyzed for each
Alabama reservoir and an annual report is published. The report
ranks each reservoir based on five fishing quality indicators and
determines an overall ranking.
In order to assist in the BAIT process, tell your fellow club
members and tournament directors their participation is needed.
If your club is already participating in this program, we thank you
for your continued support. If your club is not participating, but
would like to, simply complete and submit a BAIT card following
each tournament. All participating clubs receive a printed copy
of the annual report.
For more info, contact the Fisheries Section at (334) 242-3471,
email Kyle.Bolton@dcnr.alabama.gov or visit www.outdooralabama.com/bass-fishing-quality-bait-reports.

ANGLER RECOGNITION PROGRAM

Alabama’s Angler Recognition Program is intended to honor
individuals who catch large sportfish from Alabama waters and
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to provide biologists with useful statistics on the number of
large fish caught from our reservoirs. The program includes four
categories: Master Angler, Trophy Angler, Lake Record and State
Record. Anglers can submit applications for Master Angler and
Trophy Angler status based upon their fish’s total length or total
weight, but not both, and may submit an unlimited number of
applications. Applications, specific requirements, and instructions can be obtained from any District Fisheries office or from
www.outdooralabama.com/state-record-angler-recognition-0.
Qualified anglers will receive a certificate commemorating their
catch and a window decal.

CREEL AND POSSESSION LIMITS AND SIZE LIMITS

Detailed information on creel and possession limits and size
limits is provided on page 64. Please familiarize yourself
thoroughly with this information. You should also notice
that size limits for the various fish species are not the same
on all public waters. Be sure and check this information for
each body of water you plan to fish. Should you have questions,
you may contact any Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division
Fisheries Biologist or Conservation Enforcement Officer or call
(334) 242-3471 for assistance.

USE OF BREAM FOR BAIT

All species of bream may be used as bait as long as a person does
not have in his possession total bream numbers in excess of the
daily creel limit, regardless of size, and they are harvested legally.
Other native game fish may not be used for bait.

SALE OF GAME FISH

It is unlawful to sell or purchase any game fish from Alabama
or in Alabama from another state except (1) game fish raised in
hatcheries and sold for stocking ponds and lakes; (2) non-native
game fish (trout, salmon, etc.) raised for human consumption or
(3) largemouth bass, shellcracker, yellow perch and bluegill bream
raised in farm ponds, which may be sold under permit from the
Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division. For more information,
contact your local District Office (page 2).

TROTLINES

It is illegal to fish trotline or snag line, set line, commercial fishing net, slat boxes or wire baskets within one-half mile below any
lock, dam or powerhouse. All recreational licensed fisherman
utilizing trotlines are limited to 100 hooks total. All trotlines
must have a plastic or metal tag attached containing the owners
name and either their address, fishing license number or phone
number. Trotlines operated under commercial fishing licenses
are not limited in number of hooks.

WIRE BASKETS

Wire baskets may be used only in certain counties to harvest
nongame fish for personal consumption only. Persons holding
a commercial fishing license may not fish with wire b
 askets. No
fish taken in wire baskets may be sold or offered for sale. All
game fish taken in the b
 askets must be immediately returned to
the water. All baskets must be clearly marked with the valid wire
basket license number and name of person using and owning
the basket. It is illegal for any one person to fish with more than
four wire baskets. Consult the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries
Regulation Book or local Conservation Enforcement Officer (see
District Offices, page 2) to determine number of baskets and
locations where wire baskets are legal.

www.outdooralabama.com

Fishing Regulations & Information
GIGS OR GRABBLING

Commercial or nongame fish may be legally taken by gigs or by
grabbling by hand by p
 ersons possessing a valid sport fishing
license.

ANNUALLY, HUNTING & FISHING—
BIG BUSINESS IN ALABAMA

FILLETING FISH

• Economic Impact of Hunting & Freshwater Fishing:
$2.6 Billion (Hunting $1.8B; Freshwater Fishing $780M)

It is unlawful to fillet a fish or remove heads while fishing or to
possess fillets of fish while on public waters, except when fish
are being prepared for immediate cooking and consumption;
provided, h
 owever, that the fish may be drawn or gutted with
heads left attached.

SPEARFISHING

The spearing of nongame or commercial fish solely for the purpose of sport in all waters of this state, both fresh and salt, is
legal provided that the person engaged in the act of spearing is
completely submerged and possesses the appropriate sport fishing and spearfishing licenses. This license is issued by the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division, Marine Resources Division
and online. For more information and application packet, call
(334) 242-3465 or visit our website at www.outdooralabama.com.

• Direct Expenditures from Hunting & Freshwater Fishing:
$1.7 Billion (Hunting $1.2B; Freshwater Fishing $514M)
• Sales Tax Paid to the State of Alabama
from Hunting & Freshwater Fishing Expenditures:
$155 Million (Hunting $104M; Freshwater Fishing $51M)

GO TO OUTDOORALABAMA.COM TO FIND MANY
PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS TO DOWNLOAD.

SNAGGING

It is unlawful to take fish by snagging on the Chattahoochee River
or its impoundments, the Tennessee River or its impoundments,
and State-owned public fishing lakes. Further, it is unlawful to
take or attempt to take fish by snagging within 800 feet of any
dam on the Coosa River or its impoundments.

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

Your purchase of hunting and fishing licenses
support wildlife and fisheries programs.

57

Fishing Regulations & Information
BOWFISHING EQUIPMENT

Bow fishing with any longbow, recurve bow, compound bow
or crossbow using barbed arrows attached by line to the bow,
float, vessel or shooter is legal for the taking of commercial or
non-game fish.

TAKING MINNOWS AND SHAD FOR BAIT

It is legal for licensed anglers to take minnows, shad, and certain suckers from certain public waters by the use of a cast net,
minnow jug, minnow basket, not to exceed 24 inches in length,
12 inches in d
 iameter, with funnel entrance not more than one
inch in diameter, dip net or minnow seine, the length of which
shall not exceed 25 feet and the width or depth of which shall not
exceed 4 feet for the purpose of taking shad or minnows for the
exclusive use as fish bait. No seines may be used in un-impounded
tributary streams and creeks. All game fish and all commercial
or nongame fish taken by nets or seines must be immediately
returned to the water from whence they came with the least
possible injury. Dip nets may be used to land legally caught fish.

MUSSEL HARVEST FOR BAIT

Licensed anglers may use their hands, a rake or dip net not wider
than 24 inches to collect the Asiatic Clam Corbicula for fish bait.

ZEBRA MUSSEL ALERT

The zebra mussel is an exotic species of freshwater mussel that
has colonized many southern bodies of water, including the Tennessee River system. These mussels can disrupt freshwater food
chains and may cause major changes in some fish populations.
Boaters are one of the major contributors to the spread of zebra
mussels from infested to uninfested waters. To report zebra mussel sightings or for more information, contact: Alabama Dept.
of Conservation and Natural Resources, Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries Division at (334) 242-3471.

PUBLIC WATER STOCKING

It shall be unlawful to intentionally stock or release any fish, mussel, snail, crayfish or their embryos, including bait fish, into the
public waters of Alabama under the jurisdiction of the Division
of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries as provided in Rule 220-2-.42

Good Fishing Depends on
Clean Water
Many of our rivers, lakes, and coastal areas are experiencing
algae blooms that cover our favorite fishing spots with green slime
and cause fish kills and “dead zones” where no aquatic life can
survive. The cause is usually nitrogen and phosphorus pollution
that comes from farm and lawn fertilizers, septic systems, animal
waste, and sewage treatment plants. Everyone can do their part
for clean water by reducing fertilizer use, preserving plants along
shorelines, and picking up pet waste. Supporting water quality
protection supports great fishing!

Learn more at
epa.gov/nutrientpollution
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except those waters from which it came without the written permission of a designated employee of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources authorized by the Director of the
Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries to issue such permit.
The provisions of this rule shall not apply to the incidental release
of bait into the water during the normal process of fishing.

LIFE JACKET REQUIREMENTS BELOW DAMS

It is unlawful for any person to operate any vessel on the waters
of Alabama within 800 feet below a hydroelectric dam and/or
navigation lock and dam unless each person aboard, including
the operator, is wearing a securely fastened U.S. Coast Guard
approved personal flotation device Type I, II, III or V.

PUBLIC BOATING ACCESS AREAS

Public access areas include state-owned and/or operated boat
launching ramps, associated parking lots, piers and any real or
personal property within the boundaries of such areas. Such public
access areas are for the uses of pleasure boating, hunting and fishing.
Picnicking is allowed only where tables are provided. The following
is a synopsis of regulations for use of such areas, and is intended as
a general guide for the boating public. Please refer to the Wildlife
& Freshwater Fisheries Regulation Book for specific interpretation.

AT PUBLIC BOATING ACCESS AREAS, IT IS ILLEGAL TO:

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Litter
Camp or build fires
Loiter
Discharge firearms, except as otherwise provided by law
Consume alcoholic beverages
Swim, dive, jump or sunbathe within 50 yards of any ramp
or pier
Block ramp, pier or the approach with vehicles or trailers
Operate any unlicensed vehicle such as ATVs, except those
driven by mobility impaired persons in accordance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Solicit, sell, advertise or install signs
Destroy, damage, cut or remove any tree, bush, shrub, plant
or flower
Operate commercial, industrial or construction equipment
such as barges without written approval obtained from the
Fisheries Section, 64 N. Union St., Suite 551, Montgomery,
AL 36104.

All other state laws apply and are enforced on public access
areas. Boating access information is available online at:
www.outdooralabama.com.

COMMERCIAL FISHING

This pamphlet covers only freshwater sport fishing laws and
regulations. For information on freshwater commercial fishing
or musseling, visit our website at www.outdooralabama.com,
call (334) 242-3465 or visit the nearest District Office (page 2).

COMMUNITY FISHING PROGRAM

In 1995, a major initiative to bring fishing opportunities to urban dwellers became a reality when the Division launched the
Community Fishing Program in cooperation with Alabama
municipalities. Recognizing the shift in population from rural
to urban areas, the program p
 romotes fishing as wholesome fun
for youth in Alabama cities and towns. From small communities
to sprawling metropolitan areas, towns and cities throughout the
State are all eligible to participate.
www.outdooralabama.com

Fishing Regulations & Information
The Division partners with local communities or civic groups.
The Division provides expertise, block off nets and loaner tackle.
Communities and/or civic groups provide a location, volunteers
and fish. The result is a lot of fun for everyone. Community events
attracting participants are proof of the success of this program.
To learn how to have a community fishing event in your community, contact your local district fisheries supervisor or Doug Darr,
Fisheries Section, 64 N. Union Street, Montgomery, AL 36104,
(334) 242-3884. Our web address is www.outdooralabama.com.

BOATING OPERATOR LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

The Roberson-Archer Act and The Boating Safety Enhancement
Act of 2001 mandates that no one under the age of 12 may operate
a motorized vessel, and that every vessel operator be licensed and
have the license in possession at the time of operation.
For information on obtaining a vessel operator’s license, contact the ALEA Marine Trooper Division at (334) 517-2930, or visit
www.outdooralabama.com and click on Boating.

BOATING LICENSE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALABAMA RESIDENTS

Must be 12 years old or older, but cannot operate alone until the
age of 14. Operators 12 or 13 years old, after obtaining the vessel
operator’s license, can only operate if an adult 21 years old or
older with a vessel operator’s license in possession, is onboard

Your purchase of hunting and fishing licenses
support wildlife and fisheries programs.

and seated in a position to take immediate control of the vessel if
necessary. A licensed operator, 14 years old or older, may legally
operate without supervision. Possession of a certificate of completion for a boating course is not a vessel license.

BOATING LICENSE REQUIREMENTS FOR NONRESIDENTS

Nonresidents 12 years old and older, may operate on Alabama
waters up to 45 days per calendar year without obtaining a vessel
operator’s license. However, operators 12 or 13 years old, can only
operate if an adult 21 years old or older who either has a vessel operator’s license in possession or who falls under the 45 day exemption period, is onboard and seated in a p
 osition to take immediate
control of the vessel if necessary. If operating a vessel for more
than 45 days, the nonresident must get an Alabama Nonresident
Vessel Operator’s License. N
 onresidents who have obtained a vessel
certification or license from their home state, may use that in lieu
of the Alabama Nonresident Vessel Operator’s License.

SALTWATER FISHING

For information on saltwater fishing license requirements, size
and possession limits, c ontact the Marine Resources Division,
PO Drawer 458, Gulf Shores, AL 36547, (251) 968-7576.

POND MANAGEMENT

Ponds provide more fishing opportunities than most types of waters in Alabama. Alabamians utilizing ponds for fishing provide
needed funding for sport fish restoration. There are more than
275,000 fish ponds in Alabama. Manmade fish ponds greatly alleviate the fishing pressure on our public streams and lakes. Therefore,

SUPPORT
ALABAMA
STATE
PARKS
TODAY!
Purchase your Alabama State Parks car
tag and help fund the parks for the future.
Visit your local probate office to purchase your State Parks Tag.

Learn more at www.alapark.com
Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest
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Fishing Regulations & Information
the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division is vitally interested
in this popular resource. Proper stocking and m
 anagement will
provide years of excellent fishing for bass, bluegill and shellcracker.
Sustaining good fishing in ponds requires proper design,
stocking with appropriate fish species and ongoing fish management. Ponds should be thought of as gardens because all the
basic gardening principles also apply to pond management.
Technical assistance is also provided to pond owners at no
cost regarding proper management practices such as fertilization, liming, weed control and fish harvest. These management
practices are essential to maintaining good fishing in ponds. In
particular, p
 roper fertilization results in an abundant food supply for bass and bream, ensuring that they will be abundant and
in good condition. Contact a Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries
Division Office for assistance (page 2).

NON-NATIVE AQUATIC PLANTS
It is prohibited to introduce, place or cause the
introduction or placement of any non-native aquatic
plant into any public waters of the State. For further
information, contact the local District Fisheries Biologist
(see page 2).

FISH CONSUMPTION ADVISORIES
Fish from most waters in Alabama are safe for human
consumption. For those locations of concern, fish
consumption advisories are provided by the Alabama
Department of Public Health. For a current list of
advisories call: (800) 201-8208 or visit www.adph.org.

Licenses are available by calling the toll-free number
1-888-848-6887 and online at www.outdooralabama.com.
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Public Fishing Lakes
State-owned public fishing lakes include all land and waters under the direct supervision of
the Fisheries Section of the Wildlife & Freshwater Fisheries Division. The lakes are as follows:
PUBLIC FISHING LAKE

MANAGER

LAKE PHONE #

Barbour

Ray Windham

(334) 775-1054

Bibb

Cindy Holder

(205) 938-2318

Ted and Mike Craig

(334) 864-8145

Gene Simmons

(256) 488-0038

Chambers
Clay
Coffee
Crenshaw

City of Elba,
Ricky Mularz
City of Luverne,
Lee Simmons

(334) 447-2384
(334) 335-3103

Dale

Steve Sherrill

(334) 774-0588

Dallas

Anthony Fail

(334) 874-8804

DeKalb

Steven Simmons

(256) 657-1300

Donna Moye

(251) 809-0068

Escambia
Fayette

Closed for renovation

Geneva

Daniel Drake

(334) 684-0361

Lamar

Kathy Parker

(205) 695-8283

Lee
Madison

CLOSED DAYS

To Be Determined
Julie Parker

(256) 776-4905

Marion

Mickey Goggans

(205) 921-7856

Monroe

Tammy Ikner

(251) 789-2104

Pike

City of Troy,
Bart Pettus

(334) 674-2480

Walker

Charlie Skalnik

(205) 221-1801

Washington

Francis Morgan

(251) 846-2512

State-owned public fishing
lakes are typically open six
days a week from February 1
through June 30 each year.
From July 1 until November
30, some lakes are only open
five days a week. During
the months of December
and January, many lakes
are closed or operate on a
limited basis. Information
and schedules may change
without notice, so please
call the Lake Manager or
the appropriate Wildlife and
Freshwater Fisheries District
Office for the current operating schedule.

NOTE

All anglers 12 years old and older must have
a valid permit in possession to legally fish.
No child younger than 12 years old can legally be left unaccompanied by an adult at
a public fishing lake. All daily creel, possession and size limits are posted at each lake.
Fishing time is limited to daylight hours or
as specified by lake manager. No method
other than hook and line with natural or
artificial bait may be used at public fishing
lakes. All anglers must exhibit their catch,
fishing permit and fishing license to Conservation Officer or Lake Manager upon demand. All fish must be carried to the Lake
Manager who must count and weigh them.
All state lakes are designated as wildlife sanctuaries. Following is a synopsis of
regulations for state-owned public fishing
lakes and is intended as a general guide.
Please refer to the Wildlife & Freshwater
Fisheries Division Regulation Book for complete regulations.

AT ALL STATE OWNED PUBLIC FISHING LAKES, IT IS ILLEGAL TO:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stock fish, including minnows used as legal bait
Sell any fish that was caught from public fishing lakes
Use any minnow as bait except for goldfish, shiners or toughies (fatheads)
Operate gasoline outboard motors except where permitted
Camp (except where permitted), swim, wade or use sailboats
Launch any boat without a permit
Be unruly or disorderly
Solicit, sell or advertise
Remove shrubs, wildflowers, trees or plants
Deface or destroy state property
Exceed posted speed limits
Operate unlicensed vehicles such as ATVs
Hunt, trap, p
 ursue, catch or sell any wild bird or wild animal
Fish without a permit if age 12 or older

Official 2017–2018 Alabama Hunting and Fishing Digest

Bass • Crappie • Blue Gill • Stripe
In Your Local Stores or Contact Us
800-762-4701; www.sliderfishing.com
“Finessee Fishing Began Here”

***Free Catalog***
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Wildlife Management Areas, Shooting Ranges & State Fishing Lakes

State of Alabama
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Conecuh National Forest Shooting Range
Coosa County WMA Range
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South Sandy Shooting Range
Swan Creek WMA Range
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Athens Community Archery Park
Cullman Community Archery Park
Decatur Community Archery Park
Demopolis Community Archery Park
Dothan Community Archery Park
Elba Community Archery Park
Foley Community Archery Park
Heflin Community Archery Park
Lincoln Community Archery Park
Oak Mountain Community Archery Park
Ozark Community Archery Park
Tuscaloosa Community Archery Park
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Barbour County
Bibb County
Chambers County
Clay County
Coffee County
Crenshaw County
Dale County
Dallas County
DeKalb County
Escambia County (Leon Brooks Hines Public Lake)
Fayette County
Geneva County
Lamar County
Lee County
Madison County
Marion County
Monroe County
Pike County
Walker County
Washington County (J. Emmett Wood Public Lake)
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Lauderdale

Barbour
Black Warrior
Blue Spring
Boggy Hollow
Charles D. Kelley - Autauga
Choccolocco
Coosa
Crow Creek
Crow Creek Refuge
David K. Nelson (Demopolis)
Forever Wild Gothard - AWF Yates Lake
Freedom Hills
Geneva State Forest
Grand Bay Savanna
Hollins
James D Martin-Skyline
Lauderdale
Little River
Lowndes
Mallard-Fox Creek
Mobile-Tensaw Delta & W.L. Holland
Mud Creek
Mulberry Fork
North Sauty Refuge
Oakmulgee
Perdido River
Raccoon Creek
Riverton
Sam R. Murphy
Seven-Mile Island
Swan Creek
Upper Delta
William R. Ireland, Sr. - Cahaba River

Big Oak
Chattahoochee
Cherokee
Coffee County (Victoria)
Dozier
Fayette
Forever Wild Land Trust - Alabama Power Company
Jordan
Lewis Smith
Little River State Forest
M. Barnett Lawley Forever Wild Field Trial Area
Macon State Forest
Marengo
Pine Hills
Prairie Creek
R.L. Harris
Shiloh Hill
Turnipseed-Ikenberry Place
University of South Alabama Foundation
Upper State

Special Opportunity Hunting Areas
(Limited Quota Hunts)
1
2
3
4
5

Cedar Creek
Crow Creek
Fred T. Stimpson
Martin
Uchee Creek

District Offices
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Wildlife Management Areas, Shooting Ranges & State Fishing Lakes

ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI AND
TENNESSEE RECIPROCAL
FISHING LICENSE AREAS
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AREA WHERE ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI
AND TENNESSEE FISHING LICENSE
ARE HONORED.
FISHING REGULATIONS OF EACH STATE MUST BE
ADHERED TO WHILE FISHING IN THE STATES WATERS.

AREA WHERE EITHER ALABAMA OR
MISSISSIPPI FISHING LICENSE
ARE HONORED.
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R
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ALABAMA FISHING LICENSE ONLY
RECIPROCAL LICENSE NOT HONORED.
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Fishing Daily Creel, Possession & Size Limits
release by the sponsor or its designated
1. The following seasons for taking fish in
agent after a bonafide fishing tournament
accordance with the below stated times,
places, manners and restrictions are
provided they are released unharmed to
the public waters from which they were
hereby established. Unless noted below,
taken as soon as reasonably possible on
the seasons for all designated game and
the same day they were taken. This does
commercial fish are open continuously.
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to take
not obligate the sponsor or its designated
or have in possession more than the daily
agent to release dead or dying fish.
limit for any fish as established herein. 3. Except as otherwise noted, it shall be
This shall not apply to fish held live for
unlawful to possess any fish less than or

greater than size restrictions as established herein. Size restrictions on all fish
are determined by measuring from the
front of the mouth to the tip of the tail
with both mouth and tail closed. Except as
otherwise provided for State and Federally
owned and/or managed fishing lakes and
ponds, the daily creel, possession limits
and size restrictions for fish in all public
waters of this State shall be as follows:

The creel and possession limits for fish in all public waters of this state, except as otherwise p
 rovided for certain State and Federally
owned and/or managed fishing lakes and ponds, shall be as follows:
SPECIES

Black Bass

Walleye

Sauger
White Bass
Yellow Bass
Saltwater Striped Bass
and Hybrids or Combinations
Crappie
Yellow Perch
Catfish (under 34 inches)
Catfish (over 34 inches)
Bream
Rainbow Trout
Alligator Gar
Sturgeon
Paddlefish or Spoonbill

DETAILS

LIMIT

Includes combinations of largemouth, smallmouth, spotted, Alabama, shoal and those species formerly known as “redeye” bass, which are now known separately as Coosa, Warrior, Cahaba, Tallapoosa
and Chattahoochee bass, based on their respective drainages. The Alabama bass was formerly known
as spotted bass in the Mobile drainage. No more than 5 of the daily creel limit of 10 may be smallmouth bass. See exceptions for shoal bass in specific tributaries of the Chattahoochee River.
It shall be illegal to take or attempt to take walleye by any method from Sweetwater Lake located in
the Talladega National Forest, Cleburne County, from White Plains Lake (also known as Whitesides Mill
Lake), Calhoun County and from Shoal Creek upstream of White Plains Lake, Calhoun and Cleburne
Counties. It shall also be illegal to take or attempt to take walleye by any method from Lake Mitchell
on the Coosa River between Mitchell Dam and Lay Dam or from its tributary streams; Walnut Creek
in Chilton County, Hatchet Creek in Coosa and Clay Counties and Weogufka Creeks in Coosa County.
Any walleye taken in these lakes or streams shall immediately be released back into the waters from
which they were taken with least possible harm.
It is illegal to possess any Sauger less than 15 inches in total length.
—
—
No more than five of the 15 may exceed 22 inches in total length. See exceptions for Lewis Smith,
Inland, Yates, and Thurlow reservoirs and Lake Martin.
It is illegal to possess any Crappie less than nine inches in total length taken from Alabama public
waters, including Aliceville Reservoir and Pickwick Reservoir. Waters exempt from the nine-inch
Crappie limit include impoundments less than 500 surface acres, and the reciprocal waters of the
Chattahoochee River and Impoundments and their tributaries, Bear Creek Reservoir (Big Bear Lake of
the B.C.D.A. Lakes), Lake Jackson at Florala and Weiss Reservoir. See exception for Weiss Reservoir.
—
—
This size limit shall not apply to catfish harvested from the Perdido, Conecuh, Blackwater, Yellow,
Choctawhatchee, Chipola, and Chattahoochee rivers basins. It shall be unlawful to transport live
catfish 34 inches in length or greater beyond the boundaries of this State.

10

2

5
15
15
15

30
No Limit
No Limit
1

—
It shall be unlawful to cull from the creel any trout caught from the Sipsey Fork from Lewis Smith Dam
downstream to the confluence with the Mulberry Fork. Culling is defined as removing and releasing
a trout from the creel (live well, stringer, basket, bucket, cooler or other container) whether or not it is
replaced with another trout.
—
All sturgeon must be immediately returned to water with least possible harm.
Except for those holders of special commercial harvest permits, all paddlefish must be immediately
returned to water with least possible harm.

50
5
1
Closed Season
Closed Season

IMPORTANT NOTES
• It is a violation of Alabama law for any • There is no closed season on any freshwater game fish.
person to transport more than one day’s
• The creel and possession limits provided
creel limit of any species of fish beyond • It shall be unlawful to fish any trotline,
for above shall not apply to fish held live
the boundaries of this state. It is a violafor release by the sponsor or its designated
snag or snare line without plastic or
agent after a bona fide fishing tournament
tion of Alabama law for any person to
metal tag attached containing the ownprovided they are released unharmed to
fillet freshwater fish while on public waers name and either their address, fishing
the public waters from which they were
ters except when fish are being prepared
license number or phone number.
taken as soon as reasonably possible on
for immediate cooking and consump- • It shall be unlawful for any fisherman
the same day they were taken. This does
tion, provided however, that fish may be
other than a licensed commercial fishernot obligate the sponsor or its designated
drawn or gutted with heads left attached.
man to fish one or more trotline, snag or
agent to release dead or dying fish.
• It shall be unlawful for any angler to fish
snare line or combination thereof con• Total length of fish measured from the
with more than three rods and reels, or
taining more than 100 hooks total.
front of the mouth to the tip of the tail
poles, or any combination thereof on Weiss
with both mouth and tail closed.
Reservoir or Neely Henry lakes at any time.
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SIZE LIMITS
Lewis Smith Reservoir - It is illegal to possess
As provided for above, as posted in State and more than two saltwater striped bass that exFederally owned and/or managed public fish- ceed 22 inches in total length in the daily creel
limit. It shall be unlawful to intentionally cull
ing lakes and ponds, and as follows:
from the creel any saltwater striped bass from
Chattahoochee River Tributaries - It is illegal June 15th to October 15th. Culling is defined
to possess shoal bass in Little Uchee, Uchee, as removing and releasing a saltwater striped
Osanippa, Halawakee and Wacoochee creeks. bass from the creel (live well, stringer, basket,
bucket, cooler or other container) whether or
Chattahoochee River and Impoundments not it is replaced with another striped bass.
and Tributaries - Special creel limits apply in
reciprocal waters as specified under regula- Lewis Smith Reservoir - It is illegal to postion 220-2-.122.
sess any black bass between 13 inches and
15 inches in total length unless permitted in
Demopolis Reservoir - It is illegal to pos- writing by the Commissioner of the Departsess any black bass less than 14 inches in total ment of Conservation and Natural Resources.
length.
Little Bear Creek Reservoir of the B.C.D.A
Guntersville Reservoir and its Tributary Lakes – It is illegal to possess largemouth bass
of Town Creek - It is illegal to possess any between 13 inches and 16 inches in total length.
largemouth or smallmouth bass less than 15
inches in total length.
Lake Martin - It is illegal to possess more
than two saltwater striped bass that exceed 22
Harris Reservoir - It is illegal to possess any inches in total length in the daily creel limit.
largemouth bass between 13 inches and 16 It shall be unlawful to intentionally cull from
inches in total length.
the creel any saltwater striped bass from June
15th to October 15th. Culling is defined as
Lake Jackson at Florala - Creel limit of five removing and releasing a saltwater striped
black bass greater than 12 inches in total bass from the creel (live well, stringer, basket,
length. Only one of the five can be over 22 bucket, cooler or other container) whether or
inches in total length.
not it is replaced with another striped bass.
Inland Reservoir - It is illegal to possess more Pickwick Reservoir - It is illegal to possess
than two saltwater striped bass that exceed 22 any smallmouth bass or largemouth bass less
inches in total length in the daily creel limit than 15 inches in total length.
and only one of those may exceed 30 inches
in total length.

Thurlow Reservoir - It is illegal to possess
more than two saltwater striped bass that
exceed 22 inches in total length in the daily
creel limit and only one of those may exceed
30 inches in total length.
Walter F. George Reservoir (Lake Eufaula)
and its Tributaries - It is illegal to possess
any largemouth bass less than 14 inches in
total length.
Weiss Reservoir - It is illegal to possess crappie less than 10 inches in total length.
West Point Reservoir and its Tributaries - It
is illegal to possess any largemouth bass less
than 14 inches in total length.
Wheeler Reservoir - It is illegal to possess
any smallmouth bass less than 15 inches in
total length.
Wilson Reservoir and its Tributaries of Big
Nance and Town Creeks - It is illegal to possess any smallmouth bass less than 15 inches
in total length.
Yates Reservoir - It is illegal to possess more
than two saltwater striped bass that exceed 22
inches in total length in the daily creel limit
and only one of those may exceed 30 inches
in total length.
“Culling“ shall be defined as removing and
releasing a fish from the creel (live well,
stringer, basket, bucket, cooler, or other container) whether it is replaced or not.

You Can Make A Difference
With the Purchase of the Freshwater Fishing License Tag
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Proceeds from the sale of
each Freshwater Fishing
tag will be used to:
n Enhance and restore aquatic habitats
n Reestablish robust wild populations
of now threatened species
n Provide conservation education
n Propagate and stock genetically desirable fish
n Fund fish disease research
n Minimize the damage caused by invasive species
n Repair fish production ponds

Visit our website at www.outdooralabama.com for details.
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Commonly Caught Alabama Game Fish
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Angler Recognition Program
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Lifetime Hunting & Fishing License Application

LIFETIME LICENSE APPLICATION
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________
(1)

Social Security #: ______ - ____ - ______ Driver's License #: _________________________________

o Male
o Female

Sex:	

Date of Birth: ___________________ Email: ________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Weight: ___________

City: __________________________ County: _________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______

Height: ___________

Phone: Home (_____) _____ - _______ Work (_____) _____ - _______ Cell (_____) _____ - _______

Eyes: _____________

Hunter Education ID Number: ____________________________________________________________

Hair: _____________

License Privilege (by age)

Under 2

2–11

12–49

50 & over

New

Upgrade

Freshwater Fishing*

o $168.05

o $223.80

o $279.55

o $168.05

o

o

Hunting*

o $335.25

o $446.70

o $558.05

o $335.25

o

o

Saltwater Fishing

o $279.55

o $335.25

o $390.95

o $279.55

o

o

Hunting & Freshwater Fishing*

o $502.45

o $558.05

o $780.95

o $502.45

o

o

Hunting & Saltwater Fishing*

o $613.75

o $780.95

o $948.15

o $613.75

o

o

Freshwater & Saltwater Fishing*

o $446.70

o $558.05

o $669.55

o $446.70

o

o

Hunting, Fresh & Saltwater Fishing*

o $780.95

o $892.40

o $1,171.00

o $780.95

o

o

Wildlife Heritage

o $223.80

o $223.80

o $223.80

o $223.80

o

N/A

Replacement Lifetime License

o $5  OR

o N/C (current license must be returned)

Freshwater Fishing and Hunting Lifetime License include the Wildlife Heritage Privileges—see page 38.
* Upgrading / Replacement: Enter Current Lifetime License Number ________________________________
If enrolled in day care or school without driver’s license, provide proof of enrollment and attach copy of parent’s driver’s license.
If not enrolled in day care or school, provide 2 proofs of residency (see residency flyer) and attach copy of parent’s driver’s license.

This is to certify under penalty of law, that applicant named above is a bona fide Alabama resident having resided continuously in Alabama a
minimum of 90 days immediately preceding this date as required by State Law. NOTE: It is a violation of Alabama law for any nonresident to attempt
to purchase an Alabama lifetime hunting / fishing license.
Submit: (1) completed application, (2) check or money order, and (3) copy of driver's license to:
Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Div., Attn: License Sales, PO Box 301456, Montgomery, AL 36130-1456,
or by walk-in or express mail requests: 64 N Union Street, Ste 567, 36104.
Questions: (334) 242-3465 or DCNR.WFFLicense@dcnr.alabama.gov
License can also be issued by selected WFF District Offices (Tanner & Jacksonville), County Probate Office/License Commissioner, local agents (which
includes most sporting good and bait & tackle shops in Alabama), our website www.outdooralabama.com or by calling 1-888-848-6887.

Applicant’s Signature: __________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________________
Check to be o excluded from DCNR email updates and o excluded from list sold by DCNR
(1)

68

If blank, you will be included.

DCNR is now required by Section 30-3-194(a) Code of Alabama 1975 to collect social security numbers on all recreational licenses being issued/renewed.
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Alabama Freshwater Fish Records
PROCEDURES FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF
ALABAMA STATE RECORD FRESHWATER FISH

POACHING IS
STEALING!

• Fish must be caught in Alabama waters by legal means.
• Fish must be identified by Alabama Fisheries Section
biologist or other certified fisheries biologist.
• Fish must be weighed on certified scales.
• Weighing must be witnessed by two people.
• Application must be submitted on an official application
form within three months of the catch (request a form
by dialing 1-334-242-3471).
• Application form must be notarized.
SPECIES
Bass, Largemouth
Bass, Redeye (b)
Bass, Rock
Bass, Shoal
Bass, Smallmouth (c)
Bass, Spotted (b)
Bass, Striped (a)
Bass, Striped Hybrid
Bass, White
Bass, Yellow (a)
Bowfin
Buffalo
Bullhead
Carp
Carp, Grass (White Amur)
Catfish, Blue
Catfish, Channel
Catfish, Flathead
Catfish, White
Crappie, Black (tie)
Crappie, White (tie)
Drum, Freshwater (b)
Eel, American
Gar, Alligator (tie)
Gar, Longnose
Gar, Spotted
Herring, Skipjack
Muskellunge
Paddlefish
Perch, Yellow
Pickerel, Chain
Pickerel, Redfin
Redhorse, Silver (a)
Sauger
Sunfish, Bluegill (a)
Sunfish, Green
Sunfish, Longear
Sunfish, Redbreast
Sunfish, Redear (b)
Trout, Rainbow
Walleye
Warmouth

WEIGHT

DATE

16 lbs., 8 oz.
3 lbs., 2 oz.
1 lb., 6 oz.
6 lbs., 11 oz.
10 lbs., 8 oz.
8 lbs., 15 oz.
69 lbs., 9 oz.
25 lbs., 15 oz.
4 lbs., 9 oz.
2 lbs., 8 oz.
18 lbs., 6 oz.
57 lbs.
3 lbs., 13 oz.
35 lbs.
73 lbs.
120 lbs., 4 oz.
40 lbs.
80 lbs.
10 lbs., 5 oz.
4 lbs., 5 oz.
4 lbs., 5 oz.
4 lbs., 4 oz.
4 lbs., 9 oz.
4 lbs., 8 oz.
41 lbs., 8 oz.
5 lbs., 8 oz.
151 lbs., 9 oz.
151 lbs., 5 oz.
32 lbs., 14 oz.
8 lbs., 12 oz.
3 lbs., 4 oz.
19 lbs., 8 oz.
52 lbs., 12 oz.
2 lbs., 2 oz.
6 lbs., 6 oz.
13 oz.
14 lbs., 14 oz.
5 lbs., 2 oz.
4 lbs., 12 oz.
1 lb., 9 oz.
8 oz.
1 lb., 4 oz.
4 lbs., 4 oz.
9 lbs., 1 oz.
10 lbs., 14 oz.
1 lb., 12 oz.

11/3/87
3/8/00
5/6/95
2/25/96
10/8/50
3/18/78
2/28/13
9/13/96
2/14/87
4/12/00
7/31/05
4/13/90
4/8/84
4/19/80
4/10/12
3/9/12
6/17/67
6/22/86
4/3/81
3/27/07
6/2/97
3/18/84
5/8/00
4/4/74
7/24/49
5/11/89
8/13/09
8/13/04
4/18/85
8/26/87
5/2/12
12/31/72
3/18/82
3/7/15
6/24/76
7/7/14
4/24/95
3/5/72
4/9/50
8/10/05
5/12/90
6/12/10
5/5/62
4/22/06
6/24/80
4/25/86

CALL 1-800-272-GAME
LOCATION
Mountain View Lake, Shelby Co.
Choccolocco Creek
Paint Rock River
Halawakee Creek
Wheeler Dam Tailwater
Lewis Smith Reservoir
Bankhead Reservoir
Sipsey Fork, Warrior River
Warrior River
Guntersville Reservoir, Jackson Co.
Lake Tuscaloosa
Guntersville Reservoir
Private Pond, Montgomery Co.
Bear Creek, Colbert Co.
Guntersville Reservoir
Holt Reservoir
Inland Lake
Alabama River, Selma
Chambers Co. Public Fishing Lake
Ft. Payne Reservoir
Private Pond, Jefferson Co.
Paint Creek
Lake Martin, Tallapoosa Co.
Guntersville Reservoir
Wilson Reservoir
Lake Shechi, Chilton Co.
Tensaw River
Tensaw River
Jordan Reservoir
Cotaco Creek
Mulberry Fork
Wilson Dam Tailwater
Wilson Dam Tailwater
Yates Reservoir
Dyas Creek, Baldwin Co.
Armstrong Creek / Washington Co.
Wilson Dam Tailwater
Wilson Dam Tailwater
Ketona Lake, Birmingham
McLamore Pond, Walker County
Yellow River
Choctawhatchee River
Chattahoochee State Park
Mud Creek, Tannehill State Park
Weiss Reservoir
Farm Pond

ANGLER/HOMETOWN
Thomas "T.M." Burgin / Birmingham
William Terry Johnson / Oxford
James R. Stewart / Scottsboro
Darrell Trawick / Salem
Owen F. Smith / Fairfield
Phillip C. Terry / Decatur
James Bramlett / Dora
E. H. Hodges / Chelsea
Ben DeMott / Bessemer
Dennis M. Woebbeking / Pisgah
Nelson Ray Sansing / Sawyerville
Ralph B. Lowery / Albertville
Charles A. Lane / Montgomery
Darrin Jackson / Double Springs
Bradley D. Bridges, Sr. / Bryant
John Paul Nichols / Northport
Donald R. Cox / Oneonta
Rick Conner / Selma
Roy T. Britton / Opelika
Shelley Meadows / Mentone
William D. Webb / Birmingham
Sherril Harris / Sylacauga
Jeremy S. White / Alexander City
Jack Grant / Altoona
Wilson Brock / Birmingham
Tod A. Groover / Montevallo
Richard Johnson / Bay Minette
Michael Houseknecht / Mobile
Gary Smyth / Pelham
Winston Baker / Alexander City
Bobby Lee Davis / Bessemer
Steve Leatherwood / Haleyville
Susan Holland / Muscle Shoals
Gary Lee Grove, Jr. / Opelika
Michael P. Ryan / Bay Minette
Frank Lambert Dickey / Chatom
Chris Stephenson / Birmingham
William F. Huntley / Athens
T. S. Hudson / Birmingham
Caleb Miller / Parrish
Jerry Jones / Ozark
Archie Russ / Brantley
Jeff Lashley / Gordon
Otha G. Hamm / Alexandria
Julia Hurley / Cedar Bluff
Jimmy A. Barfield / Dothan

a World Record
b Previous World Record — Rod and Reel
c Previous World Record — Any Method
Revised on 3/27/2017. The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, age, gender,
natural origin, or disability in its hiring or employment practices nor in admission to, access to, or operations of its programs, services, or activities.
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Showplace
Hunting & Fishing in Alabama

Out-of-State Hunting & Fishing

334-474-3600

February Rut
Hunts Available

MasterRackLodge.com

Alabama’s #1
Hunting Destination

229-669-9748

Thermal Sales & Consulting

Comfort - Service - Success
9,000 Acres
$1500-$1900 3 days
Private Lodging
Family Discounts
2 Bucks & 2 Does/trip
High Opportunity Rate

For $500 per night, per
person, we take you on
the ultimate Hog Hunt!
We use highly modified
4x4 vans equipped
with long range FLIR
on the roof and large
screens and comfortable
seating. This allows us
to take up to 4 hunters
in comfort and cover
1000’s of thousands of
acres a night in search of
wild hogs to kill. Once we
spot them from the van,
it turns into ‘bowhunting
with an AR’. We foot
stalk into 60 yards and
you try to kill every pig
in front of you with an
AR with a top of the line
Armasight thermal scope.
How many will ya get?

Land Management

PLOTMASTER™
The ULTIMATE Food Plot Planting Machine!

Disc, Plow, Plant, Cover and Pack
All-in-One

FREE How-To DVD!

3’/4’/6’/8’ ATV & Tractor Models Available

www.plotmasters.com
Game Processing

www.HogSwat.com

888-MAX-GAME

McCoyHuntingRanch.com

McCoy
Elk Ranch
Elk Hunts

COWS &
TROPHY BULLS

Starting at $1,500.
No license required.
September–March.
Central Minnesota

(866) 806-7973
Deer Love Sugarbeets!

Guns

Sugarbeets are a hardy vegetable
that make a great addition to any
wildlife plot.

If you want to attract more deer to your food plot,
call 1-888-331-8997 Ext. 101
or visit www.bucklunch.com
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Showplace
Archery Products
King-stand
is the most
advanced
climbing
tree stand
in the
industry!

Your Alabama Youth Gun Safety HQ!
ammo • scopes • pistols
rifles • shotguns • revolvers
accessories
405 County Road 52, Jemison, Al
205-646-1GUN (1486)
www.popsarmory.com

CHECK IT OUT!

• No plastic parts
• Legal on all state and federal land
• Lifetime guarantee

bigwhitetaildreams.com 800-296-2308 or on amazon

CAMO DIP 3 DEER SKULLS - ONLY $59

camo4u.com

$14.95

Ghilli

MADE IN THE USA

CUSTOM ORDERS WELCOME
BLINDS • FIELD BLANKETS • BOAT BLINDS
Email for Catalog

(760) 789-2094

king-stand.com

434-229-8468

TREESTAND GEAR HANGER

Shaggie Bowhunter

jerry@ranchosafari.com

NOON - 7PM, TUES THRU FRI. ALL DAY SAT 9:30AM TO 7PM

ON YOUR TREE IN SECONDS

Catquiver Mini
100516

Hunting Products

Charity

Make Hunting & Fishing
Dreams Come True!
Hunt of a Lifetime is a
nonprofit organization
that grants hunting and
fishing dreams to children,
age 21 and under, who
have been diagnosed with
life threatening illnesses.
If you are interested in helping a child live their
dream, please contact us for more information.

Toll Free 866.345.4455 HuntofaLifetime.org

Showcase
your business!

For advertising inquiries, please call

(413) 884-1001

Missed the printed edition?

Ask about year-round digital opportunities.
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HAVE YOU SEEN ME?
The Alabama Nongame Wildlife
Program is looking for sightings
of the eastern spotted skunk.

Eastern Spotted Skunk

bushy tail is white
underneath and at the tip

Facts:
■

Once common, the spotted skunk is
now rare in Alabama.

■

Spotted skunks eat mice, rats, and
insects, helping to control their
populations. As scavengers, they help
clean up carrion from the woods.

■

Please help us to better understand the
status of the species in the state.

■

Report any sightings from roadkill,
game cameras or inadvertent catch
from fur trapping. (The harvest of
spotted skunks is now prohibited due
to its conservation status.)

Spilogale putorius
Upside-down triangle on
forehead and narrow white
stripe beneath the eye

Striped Skunk
Mephitis mephitis

narrow white stripe
down the center
of the face

Ways to report:
two stripes run
diagonal across each
hip; a few white spots
on the rear end.
usually two white
stripes down the back

long, fluffy,
black tail

■

Upload your observations to the
Eastern Spotted Skunk project at
www.inaturalist.org/projects/
eastern-spotted-skunk or use the
iNaturalist smartphone app.

■

Email photographs with GPS
latitude/longitude coordinates
(smartphone photos are automatically
tagged with this information) to
nicholas.sharp@dcnr.alabama.gov

Learn more about
spotted skunks here:

http://www.outdooralabama.com/
eastern-spotted-skunk

© Sheri Amsel | www.exploringnature.org

FERAL HOG
PROBLEMS?
VISIT THE FERAL HOG RESOURCE
PAGE FOR INFORMATION ON:
4Control Techniques
4Trap Diagram
4Hunting Information
4And Much More...

www.outdooralabama.com/feral-hogs
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